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"Feed my lambs”

Our family moved to Bay Area four years ago, and | have been a fifth grade Sunday school

teacher at Emmanuel for the last four years, | saw these 10 year old boys and girls grow big
and strong, Most Emmanuel children are fortunate enough to be born into a Christian family,
they have come to church all their lives and they know the Bible stories well,

However, beginning of each class year | ask a question, for example:

1) What year was Jesus born? (Most don’t know this simple question) < s @
2) Why do we have New and Old testament? (About half understand why) \ =g ‘
3) What is salvation? (Almost no one knows) y
)

4) Do you pray, and when do you pray? ( Most say before a meal )

[ 4

“If your gift is serving others, serve them well, If you are a teacher, teach well’- Romans 12:7-

“They are like trees planted along a riverbank, with roots that reach deep into the water, Such trees are not

bothered by the heat or worried by long months of drought, Their leaves stay green, and they never stop

producing fruit”- Jeremiah 17:8 -

“But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control, There is no law against these things!”- Galatians 5:22-23-

5) Have you seen your parents pray? (About half

said they saw their parents pray)

Children ask interesting questions such as:

1) Where is heaven?

2) If they are Catholic, are they Christian?

3) Why do God let bad things happen to Christians?

4) My friend is Indian, and he does not go to a
church, will he go to hell?

5) Why is God so violent in the Old Testament?

6) Why would a good God allow evil to exist?

It seems many students have these questions but
didn’t ask anyone. We must answer the children’s
questions as Christ have taught us, and we can
guide his little ones into God'’s truth, One of the
most significant words in the teaching of Jesus, is
that in which he gives his command concerning the

care of children, Jesus asked Peter a question, “Do
you love me?” and Jesus said to Peter, “Feed my
lambs.” The children are the lambs, parents come
first, but the teacher’s influence is very importance in
the shepherding of Christ’s lambs, The lambs are
tender and easily harmed: ungentle treatment of our
children will hurt them and giving them wrong advice
might lead them in a wrong path, Our tender young
life growing up in this world of danger, without the
nurture of Jesus’s love will lead to a wrong path. |
believe it is essential that my love of Christ is neces-
sary for this shepherding which | always lack, | pray
Jesus love transforms my life in which | dwell, | am
blessed | had an opportunity to watch young minds
and faiths grow, | hope and pray our Emmanuel
children grow to be leaders of the Silicon Valley, and
spread the faith,

- Mike Yom (CM Sunday School Teacher)
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‘A Little Goodbye’

I still remember the day when my 14 year old self first walked
down the long, big hallways, into the stuffed service room, and
having to stand up only to have a swarm of heads look in my
direction; it was quite an experience. | remember thinking how
horrible this place was because there were just too many people.
How were people supposed to come together as one; you know,
be a church? But I'm pretty sure | have a good answer to that
question.

Today | am a senior, ready to embark on a new journey
to college, but it never hit me that with every new adven-
ture, there is a little goodbye tucked away. With this, |
will begin my first little goodbye to Korean Emmanuel
Presbyterian Church.

Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. Pastors, teachers,
sisters, brothers, and parents you have all made me the
individual  am today and | am incredibly blessed to
have had the opportunity of meeting you all here.

At first | was very skeptical of the size of this church, but hon-
estly the quantity did not hinder the quality of each relation-
ship that was formed. However, in this short essay | am going
to focus on the impact that our Pastors and teachers have made
on all of us.

Pastor David, we could never have asked for a better mentor,
teacher, best friend, father figure, and Pastor. Your wisdom,
care, and love for God have helped guide us to the place we are
supposed to go. Thank you for being so raw and straightfor-

ward with us all. Sometimes it may seem horrible and hurtful,
but in the end it challenged us and led us to understand our-
selves and God more. Thank you for your passion to see KEPC
Youth rise up to bring change here in the Bay Area. It has
been a crazy adventure with you and | am so glad you
were our Pastor. Thank you Pastor David!

Teachers, your unconditional acts of love for all
of us keep us speechless. From grabbing lunches
to making us care packages, you have always
sacrificed your time to help us in our faith or just
to build a relationship with us. Thank you for
putting yourself out there to really love on us. All
those small actions do not go unnoticed. You are all
phenomenal people.

Through the relationships built through small groups,
events, and Discipleship/REST, | have come to understand
that through people like the Pastors and teachers, size of the
church becomes insignificant because all that matters is the
heart. And because of all your big hearts, KEPC is an amazing
place, an unforgettable place, and a home.
Thank you.

Love,
Julie Park
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“Fora couple of months, | have
been teaching, some of the choir
members of HOP to God, dance.

Once a week, after their choir
practice, we met up and they
danced for a couple of hours and
the dance team learned 3 dances
throughout this semester, Not only
did this experience teach the little
kids, | also learned many new things
from teaching them. | learned about
how much patience and effort goes
into a lesson a teacher prepares
for his/her students, This expanded
my understanding about my own
personal teachers at school and
what they go through to teach us, |
loved to see the bright and cheerful
faces of the dance team members
and | always looked forward to see-
ing them_ Even though the 3 hour
dance practice were sometimes
tiring the kids always reminded
me that we were doing it for God.”
-Sydney An
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“He put a new song in my mouth,
a hymn of praise to our God”
-Psalm 40:3-

“HOP to God
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