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My Mom's Last Request

VWhen | was approached to compose a testi-
mony, | had no idea how difficult it would be.
In fact, it was easier to write a 40 page research
paper in the graduate schocd thana 1 1/4 page
testimony. | realize as | write, | have to come to
terms with my feelings which are brutally hon-
est and somewhat excruciating.  Those wha
have lost chose love ones know the magnitude
of such unbearable pain and the difficutties of
opening up. Monetheless, | hape it would tum
out to be therapeutic and provide as a source
of healing power.

*Life i short” used to sound ke a cliche, When
| leamed of my mom's terminal liness twso and

a half years ago, | realized life is really shortar
than | had previously imagined. Many people
avoid talking about the subject of death due
to the fear of discomfort but death in itself
is inevitable: we all have to face it, for some
sooner. Since my mom's diagnosis of ovari-
an cancer, she had never once complained or
even resented the infliction of the cancer in the
first place. Even when shewas bed-bound and
during the hospice care at home in her final
weeks, she said she was thankful to God for
the: terminal illness, stating that it would bring
the: family closer together. Her strength, cowr-
age, optimism were to be admired even when
the odds were against her.

My mom was calm, soft-spoken yet when she
spoke, her messages wene extremely powerful
and meaningful. There & no dowbt that she
had suffered and endured a lot: getting an ex-
tensive surgery, sustaining 10 different chemo-
therapy dnegs and exhausting the list, and try-
ing out radiation treatments. Just when there
were no other options and her cancer marker
escalating, she sat three of her children down
and made a request.  That request was for us
to go to church. Looking back at her ife, she
remarked how she had been showered with
continucus blessings and her prayers and even
the most inner/unsooken thoughts answered
by God. "Rejoice abways, pray continually, give
thanks in all circurnstances; for this is God's will

for you in Christ Jesus.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)
After my mom's passing on August 21, 2012,
| told myself that | needed time to gneve and
cope but promsed to retum to church after a
year. Consequently, | got baptized eardy this
year, joined a mokjang and Bethesda following
that, and just finished reading the entire Bible
for the first time. A oroup of five members
made a commitment to read the Bible individ-
ually and post our selected, meaningful, daily
verses on KakaoGroup, which we started the
beginning of this year. The group has recent-
Iy increased from five to seven members. This
system works because we can hold each other
accountable. | enjoy reading the Bible because
it enpcompasses the truth and shows the ways
of life. Now, |am attempting to read the entire
Bible again for the second time.

| am thrilled about my new family, mokjang
because it serves as a form of empowerment
and progress toward improved well-being,
while keeping the group aligned with consis-
tent routines and structures. Every week, we
start cut with singing pratses, revisiting the
Fastar's serman, shanng QT, and ending with
prayer requests. Although | am an amateur in
faith, | learn tremendously from the members
of my mokjang whao are much deeper in faith
compared to me.  Nevertheless, | am grow-
ing and leaming every week, induding some
improvement in Karean. Currently, | listen to

the Pastor's sermon with one ear and English
transiation in anotier,

After receiving a wakeup call, | have no doubt
| have made the best decision to be baptized
this year. | believe my ‘on again, off again
connection to the churches over the vears has
been a culmination of baby steps and stepping
stones, finally leading to me to the right place
and renewing my faith in Christ. It took a long
time to get here but | am ecstatic to reach my
destination. | would want nathing more than
to have an eternal life and be reunited with my
mother in Heaven one day. “Fight a good fight
of faith. Take hold of the eternal ife to which
you were called when you made you good
confession in the presence of many witnesses.”
i1 Timothy 8212)

In conchusion, | would ke to acknowledge the
unconditional support and guidance of those
| came in contact with at Emmanuel Church,
especially the team from Bethesda. The lasting
imprint you had made on my mom is absolutely
staggenng. My mom was beyond grateful and
felt blessed far all the cands and words of en-
couragement. Thank you for the outpouring
prayers over the years. The family s grateful,
too. Finally when | think of Emmanuel Church,
| feel connected, relevant, safe, and inspired.
The kove i5 beautiful and helps me transcend.
- Chai, Jung A
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CM Vision

Wt is vision? & quick reference 1o the dictionary
reweils the meaning of visian as "the act of sens.
ing with the eyes,” Howeves, | would like to sug
gest @ more nuanoed understanding of the ward,
I rememiber taking my drivers Beenge exam when
I 'wiaas @ teenager. Part of the admiration was 19
ook through a device that measuned my eyes’ abili-
Ty fof depth pereeption. The DMV wanted to be sune
that | could see the dffenence bebween objects
clager to me and objects frther from me That's
obviously semething very importamt when i comes
to driving, Withoun this abdty, i would be neary Bn-
possibie to get from one place to another without
bedng Farrmed of causing hafm,

Coubd the same be true for life tsel7 Life kas often
bisen described &5 & pourmey. The Bible sven de
seribes Christians as "strangers” on et (Habs
ididsde) Life i not b be theated 83 & desting, but
@ journey unto our fingl destination: heaven = the
plice of aur elermal eititenship PFhppans 3200 '
already masde the cage that good vision & an abso-
Iute recessity when i comes 1o driving. Then how
much more for navigating (Mfe? One popular Song
fram the D08 aplly puts it 1his wint "life 5 & high-
wary,” On the highway of Ble, are we “ddving’ or T
ing with good vision of with poor wsiany

How ebout in the ministnes of owr church? How
gbaut in Children's Minstry (CM], which sarves the
2nid-5th grade children? Whiet [s CW's vigion? CW's
vislon etatemeant regs; “Te partner with parenis
in sowing seads of God's truth, sspecially the
gospal of Jesus Christ, in the hearls of the
children so that they will grow 1o know, lave,
and serve lesus to the glory of Ged.” | resize
that this |8 8 run-on sentence, so let me brask it
down for us one phrese gt s tirme. I'd like to stert ot
the and of the vislon statement,

First and foramosi, our vision in CM |s to glo-
rify God. That |s the and game, Nothing we &o can
be callad worthy or goad if we haven't pointed to
the worthinese and preciousness of Gad himaalf,
Wi wart God to be exalted snd highly lifted wp in
ewarything we do at CM, Thiz should be & given far
any minietry, bat this phrazing exsts In our wiskon
stetement so we don't forget that it's all ebout God,
God zan be glorified in many weys and In CM we
want to emphasize his glory in the salvation and
dizcipleship of the children. When wa look &t the
children, we heve a viskn for them to grow, With
owr physical eyes, wa anticipate the children to
grow physlcally In helght and strength, We also
have epirtusl eyes, with which we hope to see the
children grow speitually in their dependence and
trust In thelr Sevior and Lord Jesus Christ, This v
slon goes beyord producing wallHmannered, ban-
eficiaHo-sockaty, parant-hanoning, self-sustainng,
lee-abiding. responsible adults. Our vislon may
include these things, but uhimately it = far moe
hiepetul. We want what God wants, that |s, discgles
of Chiist (Matthew 28:18-20),

D you sea how this one &im amplifies the descrip-
tion | gave yvou just 8 few santances beck? Instead
of wall-mannered, we're alming far Christ-like dis-
ciples. |nstead of baneficlabo-sockety, we want
to see dsciples who are helping to expand God's
Kingoom. Instead of mesa parent-honaring peogla,
we have & vislon for disciples whe honos al pao-
ple. mzh and paor, friends and strangens, Instead of
self-sustaining, we want to see setfsacrificing dis-
clples. Instead of ew-abiding, we want o zea dis-
ciples “outdalng” each cther 0 good works [Romams
12200 And finally, matead of respareible adubs, aur
gim |& to see men end women of godly character,
Wi want to sae tha children who come through CM
be sewved [Le. becomse discples) and lve by faith
trusting in thelr Savier and Lord Jesus Christ,

The next phrase of ow vislon statement explains
how we do this practically, We seel to sow seads of
God's fruth, especialy the gospel of Jesus Chrst, In
the hearts of the chidren, Every Sunday, we (walun-
tear teschars and [) spend about 1.5 hours with tha
chilldres in CM. We sonsides this ghart time to be
preckaus teme of plamting the truths of the Bible In
the hearts of tha ehildren. | o this through prasch-
Ing Gad's Word and the volunteer teachars do this
by hedping the children proceass what they heard
fram the sarmon In class. We sonsider the goapel
itzedf to be the foundetian of all that we tasch. The
gospel |s “the power of God for salvation to every-
one whi balieves® |Fomans 1-18), Without the goapal
touching the hearts of the children, none of tha
truthe abowt God will matter in the end, Furthar-
more, our |ebor requires grest patlense Inthe ona
“who gives the growth” (1 Cornirlans 3:7),

YOUNG VOICE OF EMMANUEL

S0 prEying & as important, if nol mone impoertant,
than owr teaching, Let me use this opportenity 1o
msk you to pray for us, Without your prayers, our
minisiry will be powerless and owr vision will never
be sotualized. Pray for our labor and pray that God
will work thraugh us, We covel your prayers for ws)
Lastly than, we came all the way back o the be
Enning of our vision statement; "To partner with
pafarts,” Ths phrase exists at the very beginning
for & very specific reason, | want 1o make sure that
panents, vou realie that we (volunteer teachers
and |) are nob here to be surrogate-parents to your
children. God has not |sid the respansibility of ras-
Ing yaur children in the faith an us or anvone else,
Rathes, the Lask & appaiied to vou (Deuteranomy
Er4-0), Howewar, we wanl lo partnes with you, 'We
Wil bo support you in whatever way that we can 1o
hedp you Fullill your God-given rale as parent, Itis no
small task o panent, but you ane nat withoeut help,
80 In some ways, CM & for you a5 much as # i for
the children, Please remember thaugh, hew you
ralse your children In the falth will be a thou-
sand imes more meaningful and Impactful to
your children than we can ever be In CM. Take
courage, our God is with youl

| b thit Ehiiss better has sameed Lo @ive you & bether
understanding of our vision for CM a1 Emeranuel,
Thank you for supporting us in all the ways that youy
do. May our God bless our children in every wad In
Christ, Pastar Dan S, LM Pastar, Danie| So
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	사랑감사호-빛과 소금의 생각(교열용)2
	사랑감사호-빛과 소금의 생각(교열용)3
	사랑감사호-빛과 소금의 생각(교열용)4
	사랑감사호-빛과 소금의 생각(교열용)5
	사랑감사호-빛과 소금의 생각(교열용)6
	사랑감사호-빛과 소금의 생각(교열용)7




