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“LOVE IS PATIENT AND KIND”
“LLOVE BEARS ALL THINGS, BELIEVES ALL THINGS

HOPES ALL THINGS, ENDURES ALL THINGS,”
(1 CoriNTHIANS 13:4, 7 ESV)
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When my dad first told me about the mission trip to Nepal, |
wasn't really sure whether | wanted to go or not, It was my

last summer before | went off to college, and | didn't know if | wanted
to spend part of it in a country that | did not know about at all, But
after praying and thinking about it, | decided to go. | had a first-hand
experience of how poor a country Nepal was, right from the get-go. In
Nepal, | was first taken aback from how old and dirty everything was.
| already knew that the country was very poor, but | was still surprised
at many of the torn-down houses and how dirty everything was.
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uring | stay at Hetauda with Missionary Kim Kyung So, | spent over a week with less privileged children who were
Dliving in the slums, First, | was very nervous before meeting the kids, | did not know whether | would connect with
them well, However, when | greeted the kids for the first time, they shook my hand and hugged me, At the schoals, |
praised the Lord, listened to sermons and did arts and crafts with the kids there, | really enjoyed singing and dancing to
praise songs there, The kids praised God with real joy and happiness, singing as loud as they could, and | felt ashamed
because, back at church, | did not praise God as loud as | could or with a lot of Joy,
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also really enjoyed spending time with the kids, They were really nice to me and played well with me, and it was encour-
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b

aging to see them smile all the time, Based on how happy the kids seemed to be, | could have really been anywhere on
this planet, Although Nepal was a very dark country with not many Christians, Jesus’ love shined bright and there was
joy at the Jesus Christ Culture schools, Also, the teachers who taught there were really loving and nice to our mission
team, praying for us and sharing their stories with us, On the last day, one of the teachers gave each team member a pen
that she made herself, and another one gave me a book he wrote and illustrated. | was very touched by their kindness,
62

realizing how | did not even think about giving the teachers or kids a gift.
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any of the kids there had smgle parents because many parents have committed suicide, Where | live, children can

advance to great colleges and find good jobs if they study hard, But Nepal has a different reality because even if
you study hard, it’s hard to find a job and earn a living, You might become a professor, but professors make about a
hundred dollars a month, compared to three hundred dollars a truck driver gets, And truck driving does not require any
education, As a result, there is not a lot of motivation for kids to stay in school.
2 0l0|S0| HEE J7h S4I0lH|, 11 0|fe B2 £27 AadY| tEol2t ghct O0|=Z0M ofo|S0| S22t Fals]

|0 g
£ 5] Bt o = XS AL S P19

sl E2 thstof 711, 2 A= 71 5 X2 HZAME 7
S| EUH T thetulot 0t s = HE0| LU Safgtol| =X| phELCt, B, SE szo] 22351X| g2 E3 21

> I rI

|
T|AbE A RS E 4 l0fA 010|S0| SRE Bo| & ERYE =YK ZYLICH
learned how spoiled | was and that | need to be much more thankful of the things that | have in life, no matter how small
they might seem. | learned that | need to be joyful and happy in life. | saw all the kids who were living in the slum, and
just looking at all their smiles made me happy. Although these kids did have a lot in life, most of them were all smiles,
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astly, knowing that God made everything, | thought and questioned: why would God put me in such a privileged

position and have some people suffer in places like Nepal and live in the slums? Then | realized that people like me
were supposed to go and help these people, | was supposed to go to one of the poorest countries and help the people
there, to spread the gospel to a very dark country, Nepal was a Kyung-hum (Korean word meaning ‘experience’) that |
can never forget, and | can never forget the kids and everyone there, Before leaving the Jesus Christ Culture schools, the
kids asked me if | were to come back, and | promised them | would, so I'll be back next year,
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rowing up, | was a “holy” kid who knew all the bib-
Glical answers, My parents met at church, so, ever
since birth, | was surrounded by bible verses and biblical
words, Still, | never really knew | was worth much in
God’s eyes. | never really encountered Christ until at a
retreat in 7th or 8th grade, It was a soothing feeling, but
only a taste of what his love is, and | was afraid of what
the guest speaker referred to as “letting go”.
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oward the end of middle school, | had a lot of de-
Tbates and arguments with my friends, about wheth-
er or not God exists, and because of that, | learned to
be desperate and hungry for God, But after a while, |

lost that group of friends, and part of my life seemed to

crumble,
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igh school was just around the corner, and | decid-
H ed | wanted to play football, That only built up pride
within me, and it was so hard to have a heart that wants
to be on fire for Jesus, It all seemed like a myth-how God
can love me after the things I've done by growing more
prideful, Also, prayers just didn't seem to get answered,
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got so stressed out about my daily life, | was quarreling

with kids at school, arguing with teachers, and in a way,
| felt like | was trapped with the World's ideas, opposite
of what Jesus taught- to love and forgive others, | used
my hatred toward people as my motivation, always do-
ing that extra push up or adding 5 more pounds to the
bar, | always remembered whoever wronged me, and
| thought “I will beat you through the pain and tears of
working out” | believed if | was physically tougher, no-
body could mess with me, Hatred was what drove me,
and that summed up my freshman year of high school,
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t was during the summer when Pastor Brian told us
about Mexico Missions, an 8-day trip down in Mexico,
evangelizing to the people there and serving others., |
was so tired of how | was living, so | decided to go, par-
tially because | wanted to escape my current life,
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hen | finally got there, | was shocked by the size
V\/of the crowd- almost 800 kids from all over the
U.S,, gathered together to evangelize, It was incredible
to see how at every worship service so many people
would take off their shoes, lift their hands or just kneel
down, crying and repenting, while | was just there with
a hardened heart, Sometimes | would be sitting in the
back corner, just thinking “why am | even here?” and
questioning how | can bless others when | can’t receive
God's blessings.
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ut, one night, there was a guest speaker named
BRiver, and she preached a sermon about forgive-
ness, Her childhood was so much worse than mine, Her
dad would come home drunk most of the time, beating
her and her mother, sometimes not even coming home,
And he eventually started practicing evil sorcery.
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ut, by God's grace, she received a calling and
Bleamed to forgive her father, It was a sermon that
touched my heart, My environment was safe, loving,
and, there | was, complaining about others, holding
grudges and not learning to forgive,
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t the end of her sermon, she spoke to people who
Astruggled with forgiving others or had other sins,
asking them to stand up and start praying. Immediately,
| got up and just started praying, And | started to cry,
despite all my church members next to me, When | lifted
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my hands up in surrender, my body and especially, my

hands, couldn’t stop shaking.
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ears wouldn't stop flowing, and | was practically
Tscreaming for forgiveness, saying how I'm sorry for
all the hatred toward the people around me, | asked
God for a new heart to love others, Shortly after, a pastor
came up to me while | was praying, and he touched my
head, simply saying “give it up! Give it up! Just give it
up!l“ I immediately collapsed backward, and | felt uncon-
ditional love once again,
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n the second to last day of missions, | decided to
Oget baptized, confirming that my spirit and God are
together, When | was fully immersed in the water, | felt
God's presence rushing over me, The cool water felt like
God'’s grace, just like in the song, where it compares His
grace to an ocean, saying we'd be sinking in it,
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he trip was such a life-changing event, and after
Tcoming back, | went to many of my teachers from
the previous school year, apologizing for what | had
done in class, and telling them “Jesus loves you*, Cur-
rently, 'm learning how to bring the mission back home,
and Pastor Brian is helping me grow in faith, If anyone
who’s reading this and feels like they’re going through a
hard time, just give it all up to the Lord,
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Written by Josh Kim (Z®/Z  Youth 10th)
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(Dear Heavenly Father)
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