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But the hour is coming, and is now here,

b When the true worshipers will worship the Father in"Spifitand truth,

for the Father is seeking such people to'worship him.
(John 4:23, ESV)
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MYO Testimony

| was going into Mexico with lots of doubts, | thought | was saved, but now that | look back, | can see |
wasn't, | was so ignorant and aware of others, but never was self-aware, | never examined my own self,
which led to pride and self-righteousness. | never, as the Bible calls it, ‘came to myself’ | always assumed
| was going to heaven, so whenever the pastor said to repent for my sins or make Jesus my Lord, | just
ignored it, | struggled a lot with insecurity, loneliness, and self-hatred. | was always judged for many things,
which made me always try to please people.

| would always think, “Is that person judging me?” And to make sure nobody judged me, | conformed
to the standard the world held as ‘normal.’ This is why around my friends | would act so worldly, and at
church and at home | would be a nice, quiet kid. | hid behind a mask, and pretended to be the person that
people wanted me to be, | isolated myself, and nobody knew about my inner struggles. | was like a turtle
who tucks himself into a shell, | started struggling with apathy, depression, and self-hatred, | hated myself
for being too ‘this’ and too ‘that.” All of this was happening from 3rd-6th grade, so at a young age, | had a
daily internal war with myself,

| never truly knew God, but every time | was sinning, He was knocking on my heart, saying to come to
him, | always ignored Him_ To be honest, | only went to Mexico because my friends were going. On the
first day in Mexico, Pastor Brian said there were two kinds of people: people-pleasers and worshippers,
| truly examined myself, and even though my heart tried to deny it, it was obvious | was a people-pleaser,

At the night service, | just poured out all of the emotions pent up inside me for my whole life, my broken-
ness, loneliness, shame, and anger, Every time | got rejected, | was just asking Him, “Where were you
all this time?” God just gently told me, “I have been with you, but you've always been ignoring me.” And
when | took a look back at my life, | realized God had been asking time and time again to love him back,
and | had always said no, | accepted Him as my Lord and Savior, He showed every moment when | was
complaining about my sorrow while He sacrificed His son Jesus for me,

Then, tears started to flow, Through the whole time from that Wednesday to today, it's been a crazy jour-
ney. I've been walking with him, and it's been amazing. God lifted my burdens, and broke my chains, | no
longer struggle with insecurity, loneliness, or self-hatred, My depression was cured, He calmed my anger,
| no longer conform to the world, but | have been transformed,

Writtem by Mathew Kim (7th grade)
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My masked feeling

Before | went to the San Jose Mission, | had already felt and experienced His love and presence since
my first Winter retreat, However, | was unable to really understand it until | went to the San Jose Mission.

Before, | thought that ignoring my problems would make them go away. | always tried to be happy and
smile through the problems, but | knew it was fake, Sometimes, | smiled just for my friends and family when
they were upset although | was no better, However, when | let loose, | let loose real bad,

| always tried to remain calm and composed, when | got really angry and annoyed at the people who
insulted or pushed me around, | got tempted to punch or kick them for thinking they were above me, and
| almost did a few times, When boys thought they were better, | wanted to punch them all the way to the
moon where they wouldn’t bother me,

However, when | went to the San Jose Mission, | was surprised to see all the kids younger than me whose
parents were dead or left them. | cried for them so much that it could fill a river, | realized that | took a lot
for granted, like family and friends,

At the mission, Pastor Brian gave us two goals: to serve and meet God, | was so focused on doing those
two things, and | forgot about serving others, | was always so focused on what | was supposed to do, and
| didn’t think of others, | finally realized this when | was thinking about how to serve God next,

When we were there, we read Acts and 1 John, When reading them and taking notes, | felt as if God was
telling me to let go of the fake happiness | had for others and be real with people,

Written by Joy Kim (7th grade)
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“What My Time at SF City Impact Taught Me”

| went on this trip with essentially only one prayer,
“Lord, please allow me to find a purpose in going
on this mission.” This was my second year go-
ing to SF Missions, and | was eager to apply the
experience | had gained from last year, The or-
ganization we were working with, SF City Impact,
was committed to helping the homeless and the
impoverished realize that they were still wanted by
God despite their failures and misgivings, Some-
thing we don't realize about the people in this city
is that while there are so many of them, not a lot
of them have friends to make them feel wanted,
Thousands spend their days either cooped up in
a single room occupancy or quietly sitting on the
sidewalk with nothing to do, To me, that sounded
incredibly boring, so | made it my personal goal to
reach out to as many people as possible and at
least make someone’s day meaningful,

38

Over that week, we did many tasks ranging from
cooking meals to handing out flowers, However,
the most memorable task to me was T.L., Re-
vive, TL. Revive is a free cookout hosted in the
parking lot next to the City Impact headquarters
where people could come and eat, Additionally,
they could sit down and have a conversation with
one of us for as long as they wanted, Each time |
helped out, | would come across somebody with
an interesting story, They would share about their
troubles with me, and surprisingly | felt drawn to
talk about my struggles, too, Most of my inter-
actions went that way until | met a man named
Shawn, Shawn was sitting at a table with his hood
pulled over his head, Intrigued, | went up to him
ready for whatever might be waiting for me, or at
least | thought | was,

Shawn is a man with some psychological prob-
lems, but | managed to carry a conversation with
him, The instant | started asking him about himself,
he dove straight into a story from his past, He had
lived many past lives, installed secret world ending
devices underground, and even claimed to have
held God hostage, Claiming to be omniscient and
omnipotent, he threatened to end the world if he
didn’t get another cheeseburger, Although Shawn
was saying all of those strange things, | was con-
vinced that God was trying to tell me something
through that interaction,

Throughout my conversations with people during
this week, | had been secretly trying to find out
what God’s plan was, Unexpectedly, when | was
in the middle of an intriguing conversation with
Shawn, God showed me that | should be looking
out for not only physical needs of others, but also

spiritual needs as well, During my experiences
at church and school, | often try to talk to peo-
ple about their physical lives, homework, friends,
or games, | realized that even at church, | rarely
try to talk to people about their walk with God in-
tentionally, Over time, I've been given many more
chances to talk about my faith with others at
school, Overall, through finding the confidence to
talk about God to others, | have been able to be
feel closer with Him,

Written by Caleb Choi (10th grade)
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Dear Mom, A st :*.wa
Thank you so much for being a great mother. 10| A

You are always there for me when | need you, and S Mot 2o

| always feel loved. Like | said, you and dad are like siFEMEU L &
my angels. You're the best caretaker | can ever ask Ob= XOl|A| HA
for on earth. Some of the best moments in my life |7} A4z

are when you say simple things such as “l love you” 7F M2t AZ Y EL

or “I am proud of you.” | treasure those words, which ZHE0| MetHl= MY

make me feel that I'm amazing. Even through those

tough taekwondo tests or when | perform, the fact H7F EfEE Ao Hals o
that you and dad are there instantly fills me with = RS AMoIFMM = 20}
confidence. | am so thankful for it, and you taught CIE AIZE2 ARSI 712X FA|
me to love and others before myself. 7131E FA0R, 8|1

Also, | learned so many new skills and you inspired A& ZhAbei Lt
me to reach for the top and beyond. | feel sorry that |

wasn't always thankful for those things and | put my T8 I 10les

friends and activities before you. Often times, | think B A sl= 2 M2

that | am alone and my friends are my remedy, but M7t 2|=s0t=0|2}t 2IECH= M2

you are right there to fill my loneliness. w7} AXICHA|7} QIE T 5 W X0 Q

Every day, | want to hear that you love me, and the Ot IL|Ct Of! iR A0t HE A}

one sentence | have for you is that “I love you, too.” Ao, J2| 1 dojof|A = bx| 2
M 0EE AR’

Love,

Caleb Alztsl= OfE, Caleb
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