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Shalom from Japan

God gave me a calling for overseas
missions in 2005, while | was still
a student at Cornell University.
After graduating, | prepared to go
overseas by going to Gordon-Con-
well Theological Seminary and
getting experience working full-
time. In November 2010, by God’s
grace, | had the opportunity to
serve as the middle school A}
at Emmanuel Church until August
2013. During my last few months
at Emmanuel church, God opened
the door for me to go to Japan.
| joined an international mission
agency called Pioneers, and ar-
rived in Japan on February 5, 2014.
It was very difficult to leave the
middle school students | loved,
but I'm very thankful to stay
connected to Emmanuel church
and supported as a SSMIAL
Currently | am focusing on
prayer ministry in Japan. Our vi-
sion is to see a global prayer
movement for Japan. We want
to call and equip God's people
in Japan and around the world
to pray for Japan. | am work-

ing with other missionaries and Japanese Christians on
prayer resources (ex: prayer booklet, prayer trips) and
prayer initiatives (ex: nationwide Zoom prayer meeting).
Some people think that there are many Christians in
Japan, just like in Korea. They think Japan is doing
fine and doesn’t need prayer. But less than 1% of Ja-
pan’s population is Christian and Japan has often been
called a “missionaries’ graveyard.” Missionaries and Jap-
anese Christians are working so hard to share the gos-
pel in Japan. But we need your support through prayer.
When you pray, we believe that God will answer your
prayers and strengthen the work of his people here.
Prayer is one of the greatest spiritual needs in Japan.
In November 2010, by God’s grace, | had the opportunity
to serve as the middle school A} at Emmanuel Church
until August 2013. Even though it was a short time, it felt
like a long and deep time. It was one of the most import-
ant times in my life. Through the middle school students,
| learned more about God as a Father. By watching them,
| learned how to have faith like a child and how to live as

a child of God. I'm so thankful for those precious years.

Currently | am supported by two groups at Emmanuel. |
first met the leaders (&7|¥/RHFZSXH and §tlames/&t
ZI5|SXHL) because they had children in middle school
when | was the 558 MEAL I'm so thankful to stay in
touch with their families. It feels like a special connec-
tion. Many of the students are now in college or older,
so | stay in touch with them through the EM ministry. A
few of the students also came to Japan for study abroad
during college and stayed longer for missions! I'm so
proud of them, and especially thankful to Julie Park who

interned with me during a very busy and difficult time.

Forty yearsisoften portrayed as one generationinthe Bible.
Inthe Bible and in our own families, we can see how difficult
it is to pass down faith from one generation to another. So
it is very significant to celebrate God’s faithfulness for 40
years at Emmanuel church. | praise God for sustaining Em-
manuel Presbyterian Church for this past generation, and
| pray that he will continue to use Emmanuel to declare
his glory to the next generation! May God fill this 40th

year anniversary celebration with his joy and his presencel!

= | Sarah Jang
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InJesus Christ, we allare equal and precious!
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Be responsible for yourself! (1| X}AIS ZQIX|2H)
Be responsible for your family! (4| 7F42 =QIX|2})
Be responsible for your community! (4| 022 2QIX|2H)
Be responsible for your country Nepal! (4| 27} {|ZS
2AX|2H)

Be responsible for the world! (M|A|Z 42l X|2})
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Congratulations on the church’s
40th year anniversary
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Congratulations on the church’s 40th year anniversa-
ry. Emmanuel was my home church for 18 years, until |
left for college back in 1998. Since then there have been
many changes but Emmanuel has been a stable constant
every time | come back to visit my family in the Bay Area.

[ too am also turning 40 this year and | have been a mem-
ber of Emmanuel since birth. Many of my early church
memories are very similar to other 1st generation Kore-
an-Americans with adult services in Korean, curry rice for
lunch, summer 9-man volleyball tournaments and a small
youth group spanning elementary to high school stu-
dents worshiping together. Leaders such as Susie JDSN
and Pastor Park were very formative in my early years
through middle school building a strong foundation in
God. However, | really grew in faith during my time in high
school with Pastor Steve, and during my visits in college

helping out Evan Hong JDSN with youth retreats. My time

i
11

at Emmanuel has built many lifelong friendships and more
importantly was when | came to accept Jesus Christ. This
is the foundation in which | have been building my faith

upon ever since.

| am more than grateful for everything that Emmanuel has
given to me and | look forward the church’s continued
growth. Despite the church’s exponential growth over the
years, | still see many familiar faces that | grew up with
when | visit and | believe that is a testament of the work
being done at Emmanuel. | am always proud to say that |
grew up at Emmanuel and | wish the church many more

years to faithfully serve God.

With Regards,
Ezra Ahn
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My Journey in
Emmanuel

Presybetarian
Church

Firstly, | would like to address that thanks to the guid-
ance of my amazing pastors and teachers, | was able to
pursue my dreams and God. My journey began in this
church, and | am excited to see how much further | will go.
| was only two years old when | first came to Emmanuel
Church. Being so young, | was yet to learn the importance
of God and the ways of living a Christian life. Because |
began to learn at such a young age, | was able to build a
strong foundation of trust and belief in God. | remember
vividly whenever Pastor Derek would begin his praise time,
| would have so much fun jumping and singing praises to
the Lord. He was able to make sure that me and my friends
all felt the love and care that he and God had for all of us.
Even as | continued to grow and hit different mile-
stones in life, Emmanuel Church provided me so many
resources to continue my faith. | had been in the chil-
dren’s choir since | was seven, learning songs and prais-
es to worship the Lord. VBS provided much entertain-
ment and fun while learning about the Bible. These
kinds of opportunities allowed me to grow more con-
nections with my brothers and sisters in Christ and God.

However, despite my strong faith and foundation, there

was a period in my life where | had many struggles. When

| was a sophomore in high school, | had many hardships in
my life and strayed away from God many times. Despite
this, | prayed to God asking for help, and help came in the

opportunity to become a second grade teacher. When |

went to church every Sunday morning to teach my stu-
dents about the Word of God and his love for us, | was reas-
sured in my faith. | had so much joy watching my students
begin their journey in Christ and | still miss them every-
day. They have all graduated to become wonderful middle
schoolers so far and | was able to realize through them
my true passion of teaching. | was able to renew my faith
and continue what | loved to do: worship and sing. Under
the assurance of Christ, now | am able to pursue a major
in teaching Music while continuing my relationship with
God. Once | graduate from college, it is my dream to come

back to Emmanuel Church and teach children once again,

day, | will be able to give back as much as | have received.

Elicia Park
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| was a member of Emmanuel Church from 1981-84
and 1987-91. | was in the 5th grade in 1981 and in the
11th grade when we returned to the church in 1987.
Our family joined Emmanuel when the church was
led by Pastor ZIEHM. My father became an elder un-
der Pastor ZIZI0| in 1988. | left Emmanuel as a reg-

ular member after teaching Sunday School to chil-

dren during my first two years in college at Stanford.

The most important memory | have from my years as
a youth was that Emmanuel was where | was saved. At
that time Emmanuel met at the Congregational Church of
Sunnyvale, and there was very little in the way of a chil-
dren’s ministry. Most of the children ran around un-shep-
herded. Even when there was some teaching of the Bi-
ble, it was in Korean, and | could only understand parts
of it. Though my parents were devout believers, | did
not know the Lord. As a boy, | definitely believed in God,

Heaven, and Hell. | reasoned that even if one lives 100

32

years, supposedly a long life, that is nothing compared
to eternity. So | mostly feared death and feared God be-
cause | knew that He could send me to Hell, and | most
definitely wanted to go to Heaven forever. My aunt once
told me that she was most afraid of dangerous animals,
and | recall thinking that that was crazy. What is a wild
animal compared to Hell? | took church quite seriously,
though not out of faith. | did not know it, but at the time |
was a legalist. | thought that if one did good, perhaps God
might take you to Heaven, but if you did too much bad
in your life, you would be condemned to Hell. | thought

| was a Christian, but | was actually more of a Pharisee.

A new couple came to church. The husband was a white,
Lutheran police officer in Milpitas named Keith Moyland.
His wife was a bilingual, 1.5 generation Korean-American
Presbyterian. | never learned her name. We called her Mrs.
Moyland. | believe they attended a white American Lu-
theran church in the morning and decided to also attend
a Korean Presbyterian church in the afternoon. They saw
that the children had little guidance and teaching in the
Scriptures and asked the pastor if they could organize a
Sunday school program. He was happy to say yes. During
the first children’s worship service their daughter played
the piano, and Mr. Moyland preached. What he taught
was clear and straight-forward. He preached the Gos-
pel. He said that all are sinners and are thus deserving of
Hell. If you tried to make it to Heaven on your own good
works, you have no chance, but because God’s Son Jesus

died on the Cross and paid for all your sins, if you believe

in Him, you will be forgiven, saved by grace, and go to
Heaven. | had never heard that message before—at least
never in English or in a way that made any sense to me.
It was incredible. Suddenly the Cross made sense. What
an amazing plan from God. It was a no-brainer. That day

in the 6th grade | believed in Jesus and was born again.

There is another important memory | would like to share.
Between 1981 and 1991 Emmanuel Church experienced
two significant church splits. It is a terrible thing to ex-
perience even one such spiritually traumatic event when
one is young, but my family saw two. The second one in
1991 | remember especially stressed and weighed heavily
on my father since he was then an elder. A church split
is like a divorce. It causes deep wounds in the family
members, especially to those who are young. Over the
years as an EM pastor, | have ministered to many sec-
ond (and now third) generation people who had run away
from Jesus and the church following painful church splits
that they had experienced in their youth. When the two
congregations that had broken apart were reunited in
1994 to become a renewed Emmanuel, to me that felt
like a miracle from God. Church splits are all too com-
mon in Korean-American immigrant churches. Is it be-
cause becoming displaced and lacking status drives too
many Korean men to crave the status, honor, and pow-
er of the eldership in worldly, un-Godly ways? It's even
worse when pastors do that too. | pray that Emmanuel
would always seek and establish humble, repentant, obe-
dient, and faithful leaders, ones who revere the name and
honor of Jesus far above their own, and in this way may
Emmanuel remain a united and loving family of the Lord,

serving Him and glorifying Him for many years to come.

| am a native of San Jose/Silicon Valley, and here in my
beloved hometown | have a special love for my two
“home” churches, Emmanuel where | was saved and New
Hope where | was confirmed and ordained as a pastor.
Silicon Valley is not just one city in the world but one of
the most important in history. Yet it is a city of ambitious
immigrants where people regularly feel culturally dis-
placed and homeless in the world. The temptations here
are powerful, and the pressures are constant. Hence, the
faithful witness of an immigrant church like Emmanuel in
this intensely worldly city is tremendously important and
needed. | am very grateful for you, Emmanuel Church, and
the many the ways you proclaim the Gospel. Congratu-
lations on your 40th anniversary. | personally know that
the church almost did not make it to its 10th. Churches
sometimes do not last long, but may Emmanuel Presbyte-
rian Church thrive for at least 40 more years to come and
shine the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ (Il Cor 4:6) to the nations of this city.

Blessings,

SooSang Park

SooSang Park gfAb is currently lead pastor of Revive Pres-
byterian Church of Silicon Valley (revivepres.church), a church
plant in Sunnyvale, CA of the Presbyterian Church in America
(PCA). He was the lead English Ministry pastor at San Jose New
Hope Christian Reformed Church from 2009-2018. He is mar-
ried to Grace and has three children, Hudson, Laura, and Eliza-
beth. His father is Elder EtZ%H, and his mother is df&Z A

His younger brother PilSang HZA was also part of Emmanuel.
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My nameis David Son, Emmanuel Church was my homeever
since | was a small child, all the way until | went to college.
Currently, my wife (Grace), children (Elijah & Jubilee), and

| are serving as a long-term missionaries in Taipei, Taiwan.

Emmanuel Church has played a huge role in shaping my
early life. My fondest memories are from Emmanuel Youth
Ministry. | was certainly an immature and selfish teenager,
but | will always remember how our youth Pastor (Evan
Hong) was committed to loving us, serving us, and dis-
cipling us. He taught our youth group how to have godly
character, and he sacrificed everything he had to show
us God's love. There are many stories | can share about
Pastor Evan, but the moments that | cherish the most are
the small ones. For example, he would come to my high
school football games and cheer for me. | still remember
hearing his loud piercing voice chanting my name from
the stands, and feeling embarrassed, but also very loved.
When | think back to my youth, I cannot help but conclude

that God had always surrounded me with His love, through

people like Pastor Evan, even when | didn’t realize it.

Although there is no such thing as a perfect church,
Emmanuel Church was a place where | found many
Christ-like role models who displayed what a life of
faith can look like. The pastors, the elders, the dea-
cons, and also my father, are all examples of integrity
and devotion to God’s kingdom. More than any pro-

gram, it is the people that | am most thankful to God for.

Today, my family and | are serving at Thrive Church
whose vision is to make disciples of college students
and young adults in Taipei. Our church is filled with
60+ young people who are hungry to follow Jesus.
Please pray for us, that God would raise up many king-

dom-workers among the young generation in Taipei.

Finally, | would like to congratulate Emmanuel Church
on the 40-year anniversary! God has blessed many peo-
ple through the faithfulness of the servants at Emman-

uel. May you continue to run the race, and finish well!

In Christ,
David Son
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