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Celebrating A Wedding Anniversary
What the Spirit United (Ephesians 4:1-3)

Pastor James Oh

“I| therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in @ manner worthy of the calling to
which you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one
another in love, 3eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”

One of the most exciting day for any couple is their wedding day. It's the day that you declare your unending
love for your spouse in front of all your family, friends and cloud of witnesses. You probably still remember
what dress or suit you wore that day. It's one of those days where everything was memorable. However, as
time goes on, we face the reality of life in the midst of our marriage. Our hopes for another don’t always fulfill
the way we hoped it would be, and we come to realize our beloved husband’s or wife’s personal habits that
frustrates you. There’s always the joy of getting to know the other person in a much deeper level, but it comes
at a cost where the other person also witnesses your weaknesses and even your low points in life. As we all




know, no one’s perfect in this world. Therefore, we must learn to not only support each other but learn to work
with the weaknesses and flaws of our beloved. So then, as we celebrate this wedding anniversary, how can we
support each other?

1. We must treat each other in all humility and gentleness. (2a)

Many times, the relational difficulties arise in our attitude towards our loved ones. At the core of it, our
selfishness gets expressed in the tone and in our actions towards the other person. There will be things that
we may not like about our loved one’s flaws or personality, but often times our dissatisfaction gets expressed
in ways that are passively aggressive. Our passage calls us to treat each other in all humility and gentleness
for one another because we were called by God to be with one another. Every relationship needs to be based
on humility because our attitude feeds from our selfish image of ourselves in thinking that there is an aspect in
me that's superior to the other person. But this is where relationship begins to crumble. Our passage
commends you to not only treat each other in humility but also in gentleness. We have to be reminded of how
weak we are in the eyes of our Lord Jesus Christ. Itis by his humility and gentleness towards us that we are
who we are. Let's love our loved ones in humility and in gentleness.

2. We must treat each other with patience and must bear one another in love. (2b)

As we try to humble ourselves for our spouse, you must also treat them with patience and bear one another.
Each person lived a totally different lives until they were married. There will always be things that are different
because every household is different. It's not that the other person is wrong, but the way they were raised and
the values they held as they were taught by their family is different. There isn't anyone who is more correct
than the other. Therefore, you must bear one another in love and in patience as well. Please be reminded that
our Father in heaven had patience with us and work with us. Don't let your focus be on the weaknesses of your
spouse but focus on God who is the Lord of our heart. When each person’s eyes are aligned to God, that will
allow you to see each other through the lens of God, acknowledging that the other person is an object of God
love as well.

3. Finally, we must be eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (3)

Often times, we think it was fully our choice and decision to meet the other person and be married. Though
this is true, it's not the whole truth. We believed that God was involved in every aspect of our decision making
but he was also the one who brought our eyes and hearts for each other. It is by his grace that you are
together and have fallen in love with each other. It was God'’s providence that you were able to meet your
spouse the way you did, preparing each other for one another. This marriage is a gift from God to experience
the love and joy that God had provided for his people. However, our passage today states that we must be
eager to maintain the unity that the Spirit had bound together. What this means is that a relationship doesn't
become better automatically, but each person must be eager to maintain and protect the unity of this marriage.
There will be difficult times, there will be struggles. The Bible doesn’t promise easy marriage relationship, but
commands each person to trust that this unity was first of all bound together by God, but also, by God's grace
you must protect it and cultivate it. Each person must express their love to each other and develop the
relationship together to protect it.

Marriage is one of the important themes in the Bible. Through marriage we come to understand the
relationship we, the church, have with God as his bride. This is the reason why we must protect our marriages,
because it's the main mechanism in this world to help us understand God’s love for us. | pray that you will
continue to cultivate your marriage relationship with your spouse and deepen it by the overflowing grace of
God.

Family Worship For Parent’s
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