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“Jesus, the Light of this World”
Pastor Ki-han Park

[John 3:16-21] “For God so loved the world, [a] that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Whoever
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already,
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment: the
light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because
their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come
to the light, lest his works should be exposed. But whoever does what is true comes to the
light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.”

John 3:16 is probably the most well-known verse in the 66 books of the Bible.




God, who loved us, gave His Son to us, and anyone who believes in Jesus receives eternal
life and does not perish. This gospel seems familiar to us. However, these words were spoken
to Nicodemus, a Jewish leader who questioned Jesus because he didn’'t understand rebirth.
After mentioning Moses lifting up the snake in the wilderness, Jesus said that the Son of Man
must be lifted up so that everyone who believes may have eternal life. Then, Jesus continued
with John 3:16, stating that Jesus came into the world as a light. Yes, the reason God's Son
came as baby Jesus to this earth was to bring light to darkness, hope to despair, and joy to
suffering. However, even after celebrating over 2000 Christmases, many people still haven't
received eternal life. Jesus pointed out that this is because people love darkness more than
light due to their evil deeds. He mentioned that those who follow the truth come to the light,
indicating their deeds are done in God.

Those who know and believe in Jesus dwell in the light.
Those who know and believe in Jesus reflect His light.
Even in Romans, those who know and believe in Jesus put on the armor of light.

The famous Christmas carol, "Silent Night, Holy Night," carries this story. December in
Obendorf, a small village in Austria, is a very cold place with strong winds blowing through the
white snow. On Christmas eve in 1818, children and villagers gathered in St. Nicholas Church
for a meaningful evening service of worship. After the service, overwhelmed with the joy of
Christmas, people didn't leave their seats. That's when Franz Gruber, the church organist,
picked up his guitar. He started playing a tune that Pastor Joseph Mohr had handed him with
lyrics, and that song was the 109th hymn, "Silent Night, Holy Night."

“Silent night, holy night All is calm, all is bright Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child
Holy Infant so tender and mild Sleep in heavenly peace Sleep in heavenly peace”

Pastor Joseph and Franz Gruber sang it in duet, and the choir followed with the chorus. On
verses 2, 3, and 4, everyone unanimously exclaimed, "Christ the Savior is born!"

But wait, the lyrics don't match the hymn? That's right. The lyrics of hymn 109 in the Korean
hymnal could be considered a misinterpretation when compared to the biblical text and the
original lyrics. This is because the phrase "0{ =0l %! & (in darkness buried)" in German
translates to "a night when everything is asleep," whereas the English hymn translation
renders it as "All is calm, All is bright." While "0 =0 2! ! (in darkness buried)" aptly
describes the tranquility of a night shrouded in darkness, it fails to effectively convey the
portrayal of Jesus, who came as a light. Jesus came as light. When His light shines, everyone
reflects it brightly. Apostle John says, "Light has come into the world" (John 3:19).

Knowing the light-bringing Jesus means reflecting that light by living a life that glorifies God.
This Christmas, let us remember Jesus, who came as the light that saved us. Let's wish to
reflect His light in our devout lives once again.

Let's join together and sing aloud, "Silent Night, Holy Night, All is calm, all is bright."

Application and Sharing

1. Let's meditate and share the love of God the Father, who sent the holy Jesus and His Son
into this world.

2. Let's introspect whether our lives prevent us from approaching the light of our Lord due to
following worldly desires. If so, let's repent.

3. Let's discuss how we can be filled with the Holy Spirit and shine Jesus' light in dark places,
remembering Jesus who came as the light to this world.
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