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The first time | learned about the word “purpose”
was in 7th grade through my middle school choir
instructor. He had found his calling through teaching
and wanted to share that joy with his students by
teaching us the value of leadership, teamwork, and
,most importantly, service. At the time, the idea of
having a "purpose" was just a philosophical idea
that went over my head like many others.

Later, however, this idea would lead me to visit a
country called Niger, one of the poorest countries in
the world, with an average life expectancy of about
55 years. After missionary Eileen had given her
testimony at our church, | felt inspired to experience
the inner workings of a school that was built with the
purpose of giving young girls in Niger an education
and opportunity to connect with Christ. My mother
has been linking children’s stories with the Bible
for 14 years. | have always been passionate about

art, so we felt called to share our gifts at Grace
Academy.

What touched me the most during this trip was
connecting with the girls in Grace Academy. | quickly
learned that they are an incredibly enthusiastic,
humble, and hardworking group of people. By
conversing with them, | could see how much joy
they had for God, each other, and life itself. Even
though they appear carefree, however, many of
them are deeply affected by tragic pasts. Among
those who apply to the school, only families most
greatly affected by financial hardship and difficult
living conditions are admitted.

Through this trip, God showed me how much of a
sinner | am. Even though | come from an extremely
privileged background, | rarely show gratitude
for the life that He has given me. Instead, | am
constantly distracted by the noise of expectations,
grades, and insecurities, complaining about all the
flaws | see in myself and my life.

On the second to last day of our trip, my mom read
the students a biography about Louis Braille, a
man whose visual impairment led to him inventing
braille. Before he died, he said his last words, “My
mission on Earth is completed." Everyone has a
mission and purpose in life in Christ regardless
of who they are, what situation they are in, and
what their capabilities are. | am grateful to God for
allowing me to witness the work he is doing through
missionary Eileen and the incredible staff and for

giving me the opportunity to start discovering my
mission and purpose in life in Him by teaching
art to Grace Academy students and being able to
connect with them on a personal and spiritual level.
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Laos Mission

When we first arrived in Laos, | felt a little nervous
to be in Laos because before the mission |
knew almost nothing about the country, and the
environment felt very unfamiliar to me. Before this
trip, | held concerns that | would not be able to
communicate or bond well with any of the Gain
Glory School members. | also spent lots of time
trying to adjust my plans for science class because
| was afraid that kids would find the topics very
boring and that they would not participate at all
in the activities. | was unsure how much English
the kids would understand or whether they would
think my activities were too easy for them, so | was
very doubtful. However, | feel like our prayers were
answered, because during the trip the Lord helped
my worries slowly melt away.

The kids at the school were some of the kindest
| have ever seen. | have worked as small-group
teachers and counselors for summer kids programs
many times, and the kids were so generous and
kind to each other | was very impressed. After my
classes, some kids even brought cleaning supplies
and helped me to clean up the classroom even
though it was their break time. During science
activity, the kids were very patient while | was giving
out materials, and they also offered to help pass
out materials. While | was teaching, the kids stayed
quiet when | asked them to. The kids also grouped
together and shared with each other without any
problems. | knew just by watching the kids work
and play that the Lord’s influence was already
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strong in this school. They truly treated one another
as brothers and sisters in Christ, carrying respect
for each other almost like one large family. Even
though | gave a small testimony to the students
about “loving your neighbor as you love God,” |
think they already knew how to do so, and | thought
it was remarkable.

The kids were also very sharp and intelligent when
it came to the science/math material. They were
able to solve math problems very fast and also
learn very fast when we gave them examples.
Sometimes | would try and look around to try and

help the students, but they kept telling me they
did not need it. During science class, the students
were a little quiet at first and they did not seem too
interested. However, after the first couple classes,
many students started to attend class, and they
were constantly asking questions and making
comments to me during class, which was letting
me know that they were very curious about science
and were able to think independently. | do not think
they fully understood everything | taught since
science concepts may be different in English, and

" THEY TRULY

TREATED ONE ANOTHER
AS BROTHERS AND
SISTERS IN CHRIST "

some groups did not participate in class very much.
Still, | was glad to know that the kids were paying
attention to the lesson and even completing the
worksheets | gave them. This gave me hope that
the Lord was at work, blessing these students with
wisdom and curiosity to truly do well in this world.

Although our time in Laos was very short, | feel
that | made some very strong connections with
the kids and staff there, and by the end of the
mission | was even a little sad to leave the country.
| began to recognize that even though countries
like the United States are considered to be more
“developed” than Laos, the Lord definitely walked
among the Laotians and blessed them with love
and wisdom that many even in the States do not
have. Still, | see an opportunity to help the kids of
Gain Glory School achieve their goals in the future
and recognize Jesus as the one true Lord in their
lives.

2 | Joshua Kim (Youth)
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