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“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son,

that whoever believes in him should not perish
but have eternal life,” (John 3:16 ESV)
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Blessing church experience

At first, | was not expecting much and | just thought the joint
service would be a regular service, except with more people.
However, | realized that this service was extremely special. As
we were singing praises along with them and even though | did
not know how to speak their language, | still felt like God was
so happy and proud of what we were doing. | could tell that God
was really pleased to see that our racial differences did not set us
apart, but that we were united in Him. | was very humbled by this
experience because God helped me realize that we should not be
aliens to each other, but we were brothers and sisters in Christ.

Although everyone there was already a believer in Christ, | brought
two of my friends that were non-Christian Indians from Hindu
families. | thought that both of them would refuse our invitation
and stay home, but surprisingly, they both decided to come. | was
so thankful that God brought them to that gathering even though
both of them had never attended a real church service before.
Afterwards, | thought that they would say that the service would be
“O.K.” or “alright” but when we left the church, both of my friends
said they would come back to our church or the joint service if we
invited them again.

Also, when we went to share the gospel and invite
one of my friends to the service, he seemed apathetic
and unhappy. However, we prayed with him that he
would find true joy and happiness in God and that
God would encounter him. After the service, | realized
that God really did meet my friend. He opened up to
me more, seemed happy and almost seemed like a
different person. In the end, | was so happy for both
of my friends and how God was able to move through
their hearts in this service.

| was so encouraged by the smiles and warm greetings
that I received when | first entered the service room and
when the Blessing Church and our church were eating
together. | could tell that despite all their hardships and
worries, the people of the Blessing Church still had
great hope in God and that even though they have
continually faced challenges, they were still holding on
to God with so much dignity and strength. The way
they talked, prayed, and worshiped was the evidence
that the hardships in their walk with God did not stop
them, but they were strong and courageous people
that picked themselves up even when they fell. As |
listened to them, | realized that God would use them
in many places and that he would continue help them

reach the finish line.

| was also extremely thankful for the Zion choir for
giving up their time to rehearse and also go to the
service to worship God with the people of the Blessing
Church through music. | am also thankful for all the
hard work that conductor Seol put into this wonderful
service that was able to unite brothers and sisters of
the Blessing Church with our church. Without it, my
friends would not have come either and | would not
have experienced such kindness and love that the
people of the Blessing Church showed us. | truly thank
God for such a wonderful choir and for a caring and
enthusiastic conductor.

In the end, we are not just Indians or Koreans, but we
are all united by God’s family and therefore, we are
Brothers and Sisters. | think that God has so much
in store for both of our churches and | hope that this
event will spark more churches and people around the

world to see and experience God.

Written by Jimmy Lee (0|™Zl, Youth 11th, KM Zion

Choir chamber)
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From June 14th to 16th, our Oakland mission team went to Oakland and collaborated with a Mongolian
church to plan a fellowship event, Although it was a rather short time, this mission was a very special two
days for me, as | learned a lot about another culture and people, the Mongols, and | had the wonderful
chance to help spread the Gospel to nonbelievers, Also, it was very beneficial to be able to “re-learn” and
go over what our faith is based upon while some other people were learning for the first time, I've realized

my understanding of Jesus and the Good News was really enhanced and solidified.

Before the mission trip, most of the
people on our team thought that Mon-
golian people would be very different
from us, and we worried about lots of
little trivial things, However, once we
went and saw them in person, we re-
alized that they are actually quite sim-
ilar to us and that under one roof we
were all unified as brothers and sisters
of Christ,

The children and youth practiced a little

skit and dance which we performed on
both days of the mission. Previously, | was nervous and not sure if the audience would understand our
skit because there was no dialogue in it, but at the end of our first skit, after Joseph, one of the younger
children, prayed for the other children stuck in the “sin chair” and then opened his arms into the air, show-
ing that we should give the glory to God, the audience said, “Ohh, woahh!” | was really happy that the
audience understood the message we were trying to tell, This was one of the special moments when | truly
felt that we were blessed by God.,
54

In addition, our whole team prepared a song called “Come Holy Spirit,” and while Annette, one of our
team members, played a guitar accompaniment and Ben, another member, played the piano, the rest of
us sang the song in both Mongolian and English, After we sang, the audience cheered and applauded,
and | truly felt that our Mongolian audience really appreciated our efforts to sing in their mother tongue,
Mongolian, | was even further amazed by the adults on our team, because most of their native languages
are Korean, so they had to practice even more (two foreign languages) than the children who really only
needed to practice the song in one foreign language. The next day, during worship time, the Mongolian
praise team sang the same song, and personally, | felt this to be very thoughtful and heartfelt of them,

On the second day, we had a guest speaker, Pastor Brian, who preached a sermon about Jesus meeting
the Samaritan woman at the well, He talked about this story and also the core story of Jesus, his death on
the cross, paying the price for our sins, and his resurrection, The moving way in which Pastor Brian told the
sermon really touched my heart, and after when the praise team sang Come Holy Spirit, | began crying, |
do not know exactly why | cried, | guess my heart was so moved that | cannot explain it in words, The title
of the song is “Come Holy Spirit,” and | think the

Holy Spirit was indeed present during that time,

Overall, I am very glad and fortunate that | went
to this mission trip, and | believe that it was an
extremely unique, blessed experience,

Sosrsv AN 1806 <<
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written by Priscilla Kim(Z! &A1, Youth 9th)
55



LTS

AR E TG T MZ191=

Sl = X3 SAHH S ZRE| “0l0[S oA 2 S 7IEXI= Atjol| B H Fofsll 2= A0| ofEUL4TE ARE SUEW,
HE2 0122 230| AUSEHCH ZE RAHE 71I=X= Aol tiet FHBLECHE, SSoHR| 32 c::!o'ii Of0|S 1t LHetE
= ol YiCh= ALt olrHE 222 0150 532 ﬁéH_ *OIE* e ¢k glths 7“Ol%’é OI‘Rié'—IEf 34|

Be =1, TH0[d 0hES ME 7 UAEHH, FAEC A4 o ¥ oP = °*01|A1 SR stab] LIS o)
=52 Ho| YU KIS SOIEH, A9 S Saff THE AR E a7 M s OIS EE, =52 Soff 4851A| ge X
BS0l a7 WIIX| 427t sk 0150] 0 22 AlAfsh= A7(7t = ULt Y2t Tt

SIA|ZH, & AIZHRE] RE2 $20] =|10f AUSHICH HREE 2ol = 0l0|S2 4TS SH7t =X 2241, 2o
HEAE Z10] ot2t, 2ol AFEIO O|AMA et=l= 2 S FoIZ 0= = 010|5 YoM & 0= TS W 5ol 2t
SHCH SoIL, M7H 2R LolER, 08 E o= S SilE W, 0j0|S0| ME MU =22 £55| MEYHE ¢t
1, ‘Hs| o] €S ot ALbSHE Mol S5 USUSUICH R TS OIX|L LA, 20| AlSHAIE 20| "M

§ SH7HE et =X|ah, =34 LIoFE T2t /Zal FAMA| 2 EM F Hnf AlZto] FHAMEUC A 65249 =

O3 =gdo| 3= 1, ofo|Sate
20| My|o, ARR|X] 22 A 2H F
2 022 234 722z HiY|

FEI_I.
oto
|

]

NsigteL 2sicn
20] golol 28 Fe 2
@ Soffs Aol Ziati

gm

C
=
Inl

=[B
E
[=N=)

i

i

xS
my min rir

i

S|
=

|0 Hr
b

Hu

Al

o=

& xol 582 slsic nEs =

HFRISIBLICE 41K10f & 87]7

DIR|2} AJZHO] & 242} Of4l M2t

dsLIC G 3 ojol] of7t T
k=3
=]

= o
Mz 0ks ez £ X8 0lek

me M
I
rr

*O
22N

mo
|'0||
min

56

J2L, 222 AU, SEe] ®MI
23S B0l AT, oto|S2| &
ol ol A ==0| =HAths

=22

M2t2 JA SR EUSHICE 010
52 7I12X|= F2{20| Bo| AR
Mo, 23 SOt ofe she L
T 713, Summer Camproi| CHEH A
A2 3A oFA P_AEHC

Cavp2| FH|7} ‘Rosorics’ 2f FEOICE 2 A2 St 24t FH[alof st A= BAXIR 2 18 §lo| -’.-_‘-ngh’iﬁ'—lli}.

42t A0l =[UE A2, 0|0l THemeo| 2224 21| 5= Cawr0|7| Z0f| R2EQ| FHof QX7 Hofit =7t 5hs

E
O|AU=H, Y F AlZH St ofo|S 2t ol Fofsh= 2ol BH40[ UX| 2S7t stASLICH, VounTeeret Sto = &
of5t7|= e, A Eo| ottt 2| Sh= TS J|tists AE 20, ofo|SoAE & T2 AlZtol & & ATt M5t

A = AEHC

o
X<
O

527k0] Camrs AL HAIL0| RI=|AELICE, Cavpl| 2ET} B

WE AlZtof| SototA ok= Aol2t 7123 A= B, ofo|S & &

EH M deo| WA M' £ O Vowunteer7t QUAK|TH O0|SE £
L,

=
T2 ofo|E<| R2HS0| =M

ARS DS AL S E5f| M|0{5to] HaHZl TrackS
o= Hio= AlZHo| 22 AR EUC HE 2
25| ZofFT|ol= Eglo] 51D, B S Al

Fofsll AL, 8 ofo|S2HE £ HOFOW ct

HU o om

CavPE OFX| L, 17 B8 D T2 LIOX|, 0|t CavrE Sall FFEMA 0f0|S 1t Ot0IS2] 7FY0i| O|F 4 &, & &oflA|
H2te AHE0[ YUACTHL Of+{/E [, B 0t0]Sf ADIOfA| ZALS] HI0| 411, 11 HKO| LHES SaliA H|Z

=
ES
2 0] LS AN FHO AE S 0|0 2A| =[AUSHICE T 9AIZE UY FAS 2 ORI 8 2ol 2 A
k=3
=
2
[=]

r>=

10
ill
i

| C2H EA4 20| = UCkels Aot “TIASE FEHAM R 7FY S 01
H':'71| CES PN

10}
>
Q
loo

| HA|= 2tctor|o 22 Mol B3l dZEES ot e FUE
Mol EBEE = U A2 of 4 FEA ZA=2|H, M3 AIAE o SUE FH2 0152

= ’
SR SN Felo) BAS B ¢ o S =i,

Y Tt [ | N .
35 4 WmBel BL Phaluk vle abetimis 531 3R 35 gl Glevat” (n q:23)
2 | UEE (R g eAmgA 7 M)

57



‘W*%é YOUTH 7k
]O YV M

After coming back from a mission trip to Mexico, it felt shockingly relieving to finally have WiFi again and
check my social media for the first time in a week, But after scrolling down and spotting a photo posted
by one of my friends, an irrational sense of indignation started to bubble up in me, A friend had posted a
beautiful picture of herself in Cancun, Mexico, The paradise-like scenery around her and the activities that
she had been doing were undeniably gorgeous, yet my frustration and tears started to quickly spill over,

| had just returned from an indigenous village in Ensenada, Mexico, where poverty levels soared through
the roof, the majority of homes were filled with broken families, and any academic achievement beyond
high school was considered a rarity and a blessing. | had gone to Mexico as a Spanish-Korean translator
for the elders in my church who were going to this small village on a mission trip,

This is a village where elderly men and women walk over 3 hours to attend their local churches, families
have an average of 5-12 children, people have little to no access to medical care, and the average amount
of money earned for a hard day's labor is 5-8 dollars,

When my mission team and | were walking around to different homes to pray for the families and help them
with things they may have potentially needed, we met a family consisting of one grandmother, a very young
mother, and 8 children, Their home could barely be considered a house by American standards, as the
roofs and walls were a makeshift combination of cardboard boxes, stones, metal sheets, and palm tree
leaves, There were barely any rooms or bathrooms, and the ground was just a dirt floor,

Several years ago, the youngest daughter of this household was crushed by a truck and killed, A few years
later, the mother’s husband also died in a truck accident, leaving the large family entirely dependent on the
earnings of the mother and the grandmother, In this village, these types of circumstances were common
and normal among every single family, In fact, it was unusual for a family to not be somehow broken, ex-
periencing severe poverty, and lacking basic necessities,

For these families, stopping work was not an option, They do not retire and rest until they physically give
out as an elderly man or woman_ In fact, when our team’s physicians offered free acupuncture and therapy
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to the people in this village, many people came to
walk for hours for this rare opportunity to receive
any sort of medical care, Every single person was
suffering from problems with their joints, muscles,
and tendons, regardless of age. When requested
by the physician to stop doing certain actions in
order to give their bodies time to heal, not a single
person said that it would be easy because their
work required hard labor without rest, Without
work, they could not earn money. Without money,
they could not feed their families,

But even in these appalling circumstances, there

was one thing that stood out the most for me,

It was the amount of joy that these people had.

During one of the church services, | was shocked
to see every single person dancing, jumping, and shouting praises to God, thanking him for what he has
done in their lives, They are able to find joy even in the smallest of blessings and are not afraid to face their
circumstances head on, Each of them had so much hope and faith in God, even when their lives seemed
like a never-ending desert, Even those who were recovering from their drug addiction in the local drug
rehabilitation centers were shouting that they were free and liberated from their chains of suffering and sin,
These individuals have so much faith, confidence, and joy in the salvation of Jesus and are probably the
strongest and happiest people | had ever met, The person of Jesus is the same in every nation, yet the
overflowing joy and faith in Mexico was something so rare and beautiful to see,

We are so privileged to be able to live in one of the richest countries in the world, Although many of us know
this in theory, we often take this for granted and despair when circumstances do not work out the way we
would like, This does not mean that our struggles are any less real or less significant; however, it remains
true that many of us forget how lucky we are, even in the midst of struggle, God used my experience in
Ensenada to truly impact my perception of a tangible and overflowing presence of God in everyday life, My
eyes have been open to truly see the joys and blessings that God has deliberately placed in my life through
every season, and I'm learning to come to a place of thankful and praise because | know that the beauty
of God is worth far more than anything this world could throw at me,

written by Yoanna Lee (Youth, 11th)
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