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body and the mind were tired, but the thought of meeting your loved ones
and sharing food prepared by your parents helped us withstand the fatigue of
the journey. Gathered with our loved ones, children bowed to their elders,
shared new year’s greetings, ate dduk-guk, and played yoot-nori, all to bring
in the new year. Here in the US we don’t celebrate the holiday as we do in
Korea, and visiting family isn’t easy either; however, if we can gather online
with family afar this lunar new year to attend service together, it would be a
meaningful way to spend this season.

The author of today’s scripture in Proverbs speaks as though he were a parent
or a family elder providing wisdom to their children in the new year.

1: My son, forget not my law, but let thine heart keep my commandments

3: Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write
them upon the table of thine heart: The law that the author speaks of are the
Lord’s laws, the word of Jesus and His commandments. The words
commonly used in the Old Testament to describe the God of promise are the
words mercy and truth as written in verse 3.

God is eternally good within (mercy Hesed) and He is faithful (truth Emeth)
to His word. So the best way to gain wisdom is to know God who is the
source of wisdom, and the best method to discovery is to keep God’s word
close to heart. The Lord said “My people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge.” (Hosea 4:6) Children of Christ take part in foolish deeds and
live a life tainted with sin and failure because they do not know God through
His word, and live on without knowing what he intends for us.

Orthodox Jews take this verse and Deuteronomy 6:8 literally, keeping
scripture pasted onto their wrists and between their eyes. Even if we don’t do
as they do, we can learn from how they do not separate life from the Word,
always keeping scripture near them. As time passes, culture and generations
will change, but God’s word is still the truth, a sturdy rope to tie us to an
eternal rock, a source of wisdom to help navigate this dark and murky world.
I pray that our families spend this year reading God’s word, getting to know
Jesus better.

Application and Sharing

1. Share how you came to understand God during the pandemic.
2. Plan how you will become closer to God’s word in the coming year,
share with your family, and put that plan into action this year.
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