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Graduation Ceremony

“Go into the world”

Passage: John 17:13-19 Pastor Sungho Park
“l am coming to you now, but | say these things while I am still in the world, so that
they may have the full measure of my joy within them. I have given them your word
and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than | am of the
world. My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them
from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as | am not of it. Sanctify them by
the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, | have sent them into the
world. For them | sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.”




Today, | want to bless the graduates who are encountering an important chapter of
their lives with my heartfelt congratulations and words of encouragement. As |
mentioned in my previous column, commencement means a new beginning. | pray
that you would enjoy taking the new path that God will be guiding by remembering
that you are not at your destination in your life but at a transfer station that will lead
you to another station.

Today's Scripture John 17 is the High Priestly Prayer of Jesus. This passage shows
how Jesus prays concerning himself, his disciples, and people who would meet his
disciples and believe in the name of Jesus. In verse 13-19 Jesus specifically had His
disciples in mind in his prayer. In verse 13, Jesus prayed to God for keeping them in
the full measure of His joy. May your new days also be in the full measure of joy of
the Lord.

The world we are going to live in is not a very bright place, is it? In this world
Christians are called to display holiness shaped in the words of God and prayer. We
are called to be the salt and light of the world. But the pressures and the power of the
world are so great that we often fail to do what we're called to do and easily
compromise with the world. In the Scripture, our Lord is pouring his heart into prayer
just as he knows our situation completely. We do live in the world (verse 13). But we
do not belong to the world and should not belong to the world. The Lord wants His
disciples to be not of the world as Jesus is not of the world (verse 14). This is an
important Christian identity we should keep in mind. We live in the world, but we must
not be of the world. We belong to the kingdom of God. Our identity is not rooted in
this world but in the kingdom of God. | hope you always remember this in daily life.

Some Christians choose to retreat from everyday life in order to keep their faith when
the weight of the world is overwhelming. Instead of going to work, they spend most of
the time focusing on doing church duties or going to a prayer house. But that's not the
way the Lord wants us to be. The Lord says “My prayer is not that you take them
out of the world”(verse 15). Christians who live in this world should not only be
isolated from the world but also not be of the world at the same time. Like the salt and
the light, we must manifest our existence in the world. What should we do then? The
verse 18 has the answer. Jesus is sending us to the world just as God sent Jesus into
the world. We are not of the world, but we are to enter the world and shine. | pray in
the name of the Lord that all graduates who are about to enter the new world hold on

to today’s passage and be sanctified with the truth in God’s word every day (verse 17).

Application and Sharing:
1. What are the most memorable things in your children’s school days?

2. Please share the memories of your graduation ceremony with your children.
3. Please share a specific plan or wish to live as the light and salt in the world.

NEHE HAIE ZHEOHX| S

<= 7H8 Al

“FY4] o FEH §7 B2 o] "

) Aokragy2ay

78 ol &



