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“Thanksgiving Family Worship”

Passage: Psalm 128 Pastor Joseph Cho

“Blessed are all who fear the LORD, who walk in his ways.

You will eat the fruit of your labor; blessings and prosperity will be yours.
Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house;, your sons will be
like olive shoots around your table. Thus is the man blessed who fears the
LORD. May the LORD bless you from Zion all the days of your life;, may
you see the prosperity of Jerusalem, and may you live to see your
children's children. Peace be upon Israel”

We thank God for allowing us to gather as a family and worship together on
this Thanksgiving Day. Reflecting on the Pilgrims who sought religious
freedom in America, we acknowledge the challenges they faced, including
diseases, cold, and poverty during their journey. Despite the hardships in the




first year, they celebrated a bountiful harvest in 1621 and offered the first
Thanksgiving worship to God. In 1789, the first President of the United
States, George Washington, established Thanksgiving as the nation's first
official holiday under the newly enacted Constitution. | am thankful to live in a
country where we can recall and appreciate God's grace.

Living a life of gratitude brings significant benefits, yet it's not an easy path.
We must learn to choose gratitude, even in challenging circumstances, and
train ourselves to do so. When we choose gratitude, it begets more
thankfulness, and the seeds of complaint and resentment, which may linger
in our hearts even in unchanged circumstances, gradually disappear.

As shown in the lyrics of a hymn “Count our blessings”, this is a time to
reflect on the grace and love God has poured into our lives. | give thanks to
God for providing abundantly, according to my efforts and even beyond. Let
us be grateful for a supportive husband, a wife like a fruitful vine, and
children like young olive trees. Let's express gratitude to God for granting
health so that we may see the children of our children. Let's be thankful for
the prosperity that God has bestowed upon us. Even in times of hardship and
adversity, let's give thanks to God, who remains our refuge and companion in
our distress. Above all, let’s give thanks to God for allowing us to know Him
and Jesus Christ and for the grace of salvation.

| pray that our family becomes one that expresses gratitude, whether in joy or
sorrow. Faith is not about me, but about God and for God in everything.

| pray that our family, with increasing reverence for God, becomes a
household of faith overflowing with the promised blessings of Zion, as stated
in the Psalms.

Application and sharing

1. Let's share with each other one thing we are most thankful for in the past
year.

2. If there is something the Lord has produced as the fruit of your labor, let's
discuss what that is.

3. Say “Thank you” and “I love you” to each other within the family, and give
a hug to one another for at least 15 seconds.

4. Let's join in prayer for those in war, the homeless, and the souls in
missionary fields. Conclude the worship with Lord’s prayer.
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