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When Children Leave home

Passage: Genesis 28:10-19 Pastor Joseph Cho

“Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran. When he reached a certain place, he stopped for the night
because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his head and lay down to sleep.
He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. There above it stood the LORD, and he said: "l am
the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. | will give you and your descendants
the land on which you are lying. Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread
out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through
you and your offspring. | am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and | will bring you back
to this land. | will not leave you until | have done what | have promised you." When Jacob awoke from his




sleep, he thought, "Surely the LORD is in this place, and | was not aware of it." He was afraid and said,
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven." Early
the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his head and set it up as a pillar and poured
oil on top of it. He called that place Bethel, though the city used to be called Luz”

The experience of leaving home for a long time and going to a new place is not always
exciting because it comes with any possibility of the future and the fear of failure. In
today's passage, we read about the beginning of Jacob's journey as he leaves behind his
familiar home and family to venture into an unknown place. The reason for this journey
was Jacob's deceitful act of obtaining his father's blessing by tricking his brother Esau.
Knowing Esau's hatred for his younger brother and his murderous intentions, his mother
Rebekah, fearing the loss of her son, sends Jacob to her brother Laban. Therefore, as
Jacob left home due to the consequences of an unwanted choice, he likely felt more
worry and fear than excitement about heading towards a new place. Moreover, the
distance from Beersheba, where Jacob was, to Haran is approximately 450 miles.

It is 457 miles from our church to Legoland California, and Jacob had to walk that
distance alone. When Jacob, who must have lived far from suffering, arrived at a place
called Luz and fell asleep out of exhaustion, God appeared to him that night. God spoke
to him and said, "I am your God.” It was in this loneliest, most fearful, and difficult
moment of Jacob's life until then, God confirmed that He is not only the God of his
ancestors, but also your God. Furthermore, God promised, "I will be with you and will
watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land." Since the place
where Jacob was supposed to be was Canaan, the promised land, God promised to lead
him into the promised land. After waking up from his dream, Jacob wakes up, builds an
altar, and worships God there. Then he said this: “Surely the LORD was in this place,
and I did not know it” (Genesis 28:16). That’s right. God never left Jacob. He was always
walking with him.

I want to bless our children as they leave home and move to new places. The words God
gave to Jacob when he was filled with fear about venturing into the unknown world, God
also gives to all of you. The Lord will be your God, and He will journey with you. God
will work in your lives to accomplish His purpose. God has never left me, and He has
never left you. Don't be afraid of the future; trust in God who is with you and move
forward. Above all, don't forget the God of Immanuel, and strive to remain in the place of
worship, always abide in the Lord. As you bring your children to school, I encourage
parents to find a nearby church and visit with your children.

Application and Sharing:

1.Jacob realized God's presence and worshiped him. Let's share with each other about
God who was with us.

2.Share your feelings about leaving home and the feelings of parents sending their
children away.

3.Discuss how your family can support each other in continuing to fellowship with God.

Prayer
Let's pray together that our children will have the assurance of God's presence and continue to

be part of the faith community even when they leave home.
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