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Today's passage is describing the behavior of a lazy person. It paints a picture of the
lazy person's field and vineyard, explaining that thorns and thistles have overrun
them, and the ground is covered with rough grass, while the stone wall is in ruins. In
essence, it lists the ways in which they have not properly taken on their
responsibilities and have not put in the effort.

And it is said that the daily routine of their lives is to sleep more, to doze off more, to
fold our hands and lie down more. It's portraying their frantic efforts to procrastinate
the tasks they should be doing in any way possible.

However, there is a difference between what we commonly think of as laziness and
the laziness mentioned in this passage. Our everyday notion of laziness might
involve doing nothing, lying still, and idling around. However, that would be better
described as idleness.

So, being lazy means prioritizing personal comfort over more important matters and
investing even more time in it, which may seem unclear at the present moment but
will undoubtedly reveal the consequences of that choice as time passes.

In one word, we can call this self-control, self-discipline. When it comes to faith and
successful individuals, one crucial quality they often possess is self-control.
Therefore, when embarking on a new endeavor, it is essential to undergo training in
self-control and self-discipline.

Entering school is a new leap and stage in which one learns about life in a new
environment, academics, and among friends. It is not just about acquiring knowledge
but also about understanding thel truth and recognizing the Savior for the times
ahead, not just for getting into a reputable place in the world. What kind of mindset
do we need to adopt to shed laziness and learn diligence?

1. The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom, so we must be sincere in
seeking God.

2. Instead of pursuing momentary pleasures and convenience, one should think
about the future and exercise self-control.

3. Inanew environment, it's important to examine whether you are building
your house on sand or on the rock (Matthew 7:24-27).

Application & Sharing

1. Please share with your children who are starting school what efforts they
should make to seek God.

2. Discuss what obstacles may prevent them from doing what they need to do
at the beginning of a new school term and how to control those obstacles.

3. Please share what God expects of you and what your children expect from
God.
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