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that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.




The new year has already begun according to the solar calendar, but for Asians who
mainly celebrate the lunar New Year, it feels like the new year begins only at the
Lunar New Year. This is because during Lunar New Year, we visit family and
friends and cook and eat New Year's food together. Last October, the bill signed by
the governor went into effect, so starting this year, Chinese New Year will be
observed as a state holiday in California. Since it is a state with a large Asian
population, the policy for Asian culture has been reflected so that you can spend the
Lunar New Year without forgetting it. In today's text, Jesus tells the audience who
have gathered to listen to the Word that you are the salt and light of the earth.

Salt does not exert its usefulness when it is as it is. It must be dissolved to taste. It is
inconceivable to imagine salt that has lost its salty taste. It's not salt anymore. As
Jesus said, it is no different from trash that should be trampled on and thrown away.
Jesus says that the life of a believer must be a being that melts into the world and
brings out its taste in the world. In other words, the life of a Christian is not a life of
being separated from the world and living as a hermit, but a life in which its taste
does not change even though a Christian lives with the people of the world, but
rather it is a life in which it must exert influence over the world.

Another important role of salt is to prevent spoilage. Since ancient times, people
living in hot regions without refrigerators have used salt to preserve food for a long
time. There is a small amount of salt in sea water, but that keeps the sea blue.
Likewise, the environment and place where Christians belong must be kept clean and
healthy because of their existence. In a world corrupted by sin, the Christian
presence is a preservative and purifying agent against corruption and contamination.

Light drives out darkness. Light and darkness cannot coexist. Light cannot be hidden.

No matter how hard you try to cover it, it is clearly revealed through the hidden gap.
One purpose for light is to make other things visible. Things that cannot be seen
because of the darkness are revealed when the light shines on them.light also
conveys warmth. Where there is light, there is warmth. The life of believers should
be like that. Because of me, the darkness must either be revealed or go away. Just as
warmth remains in the seat where someone sits, warmth must be conveyed through
me. Jesus commands you to let your light shine and show your good works before
men so that they may glorify your Heavenly Father. What Jesus said about these two
things is that your existence is felt and experienced by others. Just as the difference
between food with and without salt is clear, salt proves its worth by consuming its
own existence, and light proves its value by dispelling darkness, illuminating the
surroundings, and radiating warmth.

In the new year, wherever you are, I hope you live a life that reveals your presence
through good deeds, and I hope that Jesus in you will be honored. I pray that it will
be a year in which Heavenly Father is glorified through the lives of all of us as we
are determined to imitate Jesus and live our lives that will be used to make our
surroundings clean and beautiful.

Application and Sharing
1. What resolutions did you make for the new year? Let's share how Jesus can be

revealed through it.
2. Share what you can do to play the role of salt and light in each place you belong to.
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