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The first time | learned about the word
“purpose” was in 7th grade through my middle
school choir instructor. He had found his calling
through teaching and wanted to share that joy
with his students by teaching us the value of
leadership, teamwork, and ,most importantly,
service. At the time, the idea of having a
"purpose” was just a philosophical idea that
went over my head like many others.

Later, however, this idea would lead me to

visit a country called Niger, one of the poorest
countries in the world, with an average life
expectancy of about 55 years. After missionary
Eileen had given her testimony at our church,

| felt inspired to experience the inner workings
of a school that was built with the purpose of
giving young girls in Niger an education and
opportunity to connect with Christ. My mother
has been linking children’s stories with the Bible

for 14 years. | have always been passionate
about art, so we felt called to share our gifts at
Grace Academy.

What touched me the most during this trip was
connecting with the girls in Grace Academy.

I quickly learned that they are an incredibly
enthusiastic, humble, and hardworking group
of people. By conversing with them, | could see
how much joy they had for God, each other, and
life itself. Even though they appear carefree,
however, many of them are deeply affected by
tragic pasts. Among those who apply to the
school, only families most greatly affected by
financial hardship and difficult living conditions
are admitted.

Through this trip, God showed me how much
of a sinner | am. Even though | come from

an extremely privileged background, | rarely
show gratitude for the life that He has given

me. Instead, | am constantly distracted by the
noise of expectations, grades, and insecurities,
complaining about all the flaws | see in myself
and my life.

On the second to last day of our trip, my mom
read the students a biography about Louis
Braille, a man whose visual impairment led to
him inventing braille. Before he died, he said his
last words, “My mission on Earth is completed."
Everyone has a mission and purpose in life in
Christ regardless of who they are, what situation
they are in, and what their capabilities are. |

am grateful to God for allowing me to witness



the work he is doing through missionary Eileen
and the incredible staff and for giving me the
opportunity to start discovering my mission and
purpose in life in Him by teaching art to Grace
Academy students and being able to connect
with them on a personal and spiritual level.
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| will continue to serve God and serve EPC, because | am a disciple for Christ and a
member of EPC.
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Creative
Design & Photography
Contest

Take a part in this creative
Design and photography contest!

Theme

Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, even so | am sending you
(John 20:21)

When is due date ? May 14 [/ 2023

Who can participate? Youth [/ KM & EM Young Adult
What is the format? JPGE, PNG or PDF (under 8mb)
Where to submit? E-mail to publication@kepc.org

1st Place - $200 Gift certificate
2nd Place - $100 Gift certificate
3rd Place - $20 Gift certificate

Contact Person: Sandra Lee (Head of Design)

jodebluel999@gmail.com






