OtH", “Amazing Grace"
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"You will be a blessing"
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Pastor Sandol Lee

Text: Genesis 12:2

PerLich O RN 7F =2 2F0| obH |

"I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you;
I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.”
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In Korea, there's a significant sensitivity towards blessings. So, when a new
year comes, we often say, "M{sll & B0| Bt M| 2 (May you receive many

10:13)
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blessings in the new year)" rather than just say "Happy New Year." Therefore,

Korean churches emphasize and are sensitive about these blessings.
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However, a critical issue in Korean churches is the pursuit of material,
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children, and health blessings, solely focusing on “prosperity theology”.
Many desires such blessings, which isn't wrong. God desires our well-being
and grants blessings to us. But limiting blessings only to material wealth

isn't what makes us faithful believers anymore. In the New Testament, Jesus
taught about beatitudes. Yet, in the Old Testament, various blessings are
mentioned. This New Year, let's explore the types of blessings in the Old
Testament and share grace with each other.

1. Greatness and Prosperity (Genesis 12:2)

God said, "And | will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you and
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing." However, we often
think only about becoming great. That, in itself, isn't the essence of blessing.
If we make material greatness our sole aim, it might lead us to trouble, not
God's blessings.

2. Happiness (Deuteronomy 10:13)

No matter how prosperous one is, if there's conflict at home due to that
wealth, it isn't a genuine blessing. Proverbs 17:1 says, "Better is a dry morsel
with quiet than a house full of feasting with strife.” It's more valuable to enjoy
the world with happiness rather than buying the world with material wealth. EFA P PVANIENW YEAR

3. Kindness, Beauty (Exodus 33:19)

‘Tov’ - Being kind and beautiful isn't just about outward appearance.
External beauty can be attained through cosmetic surgery, but there are
things that can't be fixed. Making a kind and beautiful face isn't in our hands;
it's a blessing given by God. To see if we truly live that way, we should
observe if the people around us are kind and beautiful. May your faces be
filled with kindness and beauty.

4. Righteousness, Integrity (Proverbs 23:19)

'Derek' means integrity. Is it easy to walk in integrity? Doing business or
having a job might tempt us to stray from integrity. You can earn without
compromising, but maybe not as much. Striving for more might make us
forsake the path of integrity. The blessed person is the one who lives
contentedly while walking the path of integrity.

As we enter 2024, let's reflect on these valuable blessings mentioned by the
Lord and aspire for their abundant presence in our homes. May the Lord's
blessings enrich our families and community throughout this year. | pray for
this in the name of the Lord.
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Application & Sharing

1. As we reflect on 2023, let's share things we are thankful for.
2. |Ifthere's a blessing you desire among the ones shared today,
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let's share it with each other. d }T = J §| ° .




