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Exciting Moment
for Mission

| recently graduated from UCLA with a Bachelor’s
degree in Psychology. Before you read any further,
thank you for partnering with me as | take this next
step in life. Now, | want to share with you what God
has been doing in my life.

August 2020 was a nerve-wracking month. While
my friends and peers were finishing their intern-
ships and receiving job offers, | was left unsure of
what | wanted to pursue in my career path. As |
prayed about my postgraduate plans, | told God |
hoped to travel while doing something meaningful.
| lifted this prayer to God every day for the rest of
my summer break, and then my last year as an un-

dergraduate began.

| was constantly job-hunting and researching var-
ious organizations and programs during the Fall
quarter. Although these opportunities seemed in-

triguing and worthwhile, they instilled anxiety and

26

fear in me. This intertwinement of job-hunting, anx-
iety, and fear continued until | heard of Grace Ed-
ucation Ministries (GEM). Unlike all the others, this
opportunity to serve with GEM brought peace into
my heart and mind. After much prayer and con-
templation, | reached out to Missionary Aileen, who
gladly responded. Following the application process
and numerous discussions, it has been decided that
| will be serving as an English teacher and school
administrative aide at Grace Academy for the next

school year.

Throughout my preparation process, God revealed
to me that he answered my prayer request from last
summer and how he was teaching me to trust him
with my postgraduate plans. Moreover, | know that
this trip will be a battle from now and until | return
and that the challenges | face will be beyond my
imagination. Yet, the new environment, the diverse
people and cultures, and the trials and tribulations
will place me in uncomfortable situations and strip
me of any comfort to increase my dependency and
trust in the Lord. He will continue to teach me the
meaning of true love, humility, and joy. Likewise, He
will help me exercise my faith by breaking me out
of my comfort zone and not limiting Him and His

power.,

Through it all, my prayer is to be a glove that God
will use to share the gospel of Christ to the broken,
the marginalized, the ostracized, and the unreached.

Along with what | shared above, it would be won-
derful if you could pray with me for the following:

1. To love Jesus with all my heart, soul, mind, and

strength as well as my neighbors as myself (Mark
12: 30-31).

2. To set my mind on the Spirit because there is life
and peace in Him (Romans 8:1-11).

3. To receive clarity for what | want to do ca-

reer-wise as | serve in various ways in Niger.

4. For the Nigerien students, staff, and communities
to have open and ready hearts to receive the gospel
of Jesus Christ.

5. For the upcoming school year at Grace Academy-
that God continues to be the center of everything
from the beginning to the end.

All'in all, thank you for your time, attention, prayers,
and support. | cannot wait to see and hear what God
has in store for usl!

A la prochaine,
= | Eunice Min (Intern missionary)
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uc%g@ EM QIE/ ARl Al
Interview with
Pastor Paul and

QuESTION 1:

WHICH CHURCH DID YOU SERVE AS PASTOR BEFORE
COMING TO EMMANUEL CHURCH? ALSO, WHICH MINIS-
TRY AREAS DID YOU FOCUS ON?

served as the Pastor of Community Life and College at "All
I Nations Community Church" in Los Angeles.

QuEsTION 2:
HOW DID YOU MINISTER IN EMMANUEL EM DURING THE
PANDEMIC?

think the biggest part of transitioning to EPC during the
Ipandemic was to first, reach out and meet the congrega-
tion to get to know them and serve them in listening during
this difficult time. There were so many people who were
having a hard time as everyone struggled with a variety of
hardships during the pandemic and | think my first desire
was to meet with them to encourage them and remind the
church that God is still with us. The second priority was to
bring a sense of stability and organization to the church,
especially in how we gathered to worship. Worship is the
greatest thing that the church does together, so an important
thing was to gather together in the Gospel.

QuESTION 3:
IS THERE ANYTHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO DO OR WISH
TO COLLABORATE WITH THE KM FAMILY IN 20227

'm still getting to know the KM as | have only been at EPC

for about 10 months so | am not sure about this. From my
50

Charlene Shim

experience with KM and EM relationships in past churches
that | have served, a big need is having a clear relationship
with trust, humility and honest communication is so power-
fully important, especially among those who serve and lead
the church. |look forward to getting to know and seeing how
EPC functions and serves as the body of Christ.

QUESTION 4:
WHAT IS THE VISION GOD HAS GIVEN TO YOU AS PAS-
TOR?
have a humble vision as a pastor. It's simply to be more faithful to
God today than yesterday, and to be more faithful to God tomorrow
than today. My whole life has been a story of God showing me that
He is greater and more powerful that | could ever dream or hope to
be. | am thankful and humbled by the fact that He has called me to
ministry to serve His church. Because of Him, | am confident to use
the gifts, mind and passion that He has given me to encourage, serve
and lead the church that first seeks to please God rather than myself

or other human beings.

QUESTION 5:
WHAT IS THE MOST MEMORABLE EPISODE OF YOUR
MINISTRY ?

eeing sinful people believe in a perfect righteous God and hav-
Sing lives transformed by God grace. | have seen crazy miracles
happen by God's grace as well as sinful people that | would never
have hope for turn their lives around by the cross of Jesus. Even in my

own heart, knowing that | am a sinner, it's still shocking to me that God

loves us so perfectly and saves us by His power and grace alone.

QUESTION 6:
WHAT IS YOUR MAIN PRAY LIST IN 20227

or joy and courage as | serve at EPC. And for the church to
Freturn to obedience and surrender to Christ and the Gospel as
the main hope of our lives. The pandemic has brought difficulties
where many of us have turned inside of ourselves. We have become
more stubborn, selfish and cold-hearted in some ways. Often, diffi-
cult times in life make us either more open to God and one ancther
or more closed to God and one another. | think the pandemic has
isolated many people in the church and we have chosen ourselves

over being obedient to loving God and one another as He loves us.

QUESTION 7:
WHAT DO YOU WANT TO COMMENT TO THE EMMANUEL

EM AND KM FAMILY?
My hope and prayer is that we as a church would not only want

to "look like, sound like or have knowledge" like Christians, but
that we would truly have humility before God and each other in living
all of our lives in obedience and surrender to Christ as Lord. To be
more faithful today than yesterday, and to be more faithful tomorrow

than today.
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uring COVID, | got a little bit more involved with the
Dyouth servant team, which put me in an uncomfortable
position multiple times as | interacted with others, especially
since | was unfamiliar with leadership and just very awkward
online. But overall, | feel like quarantine was still a pretty
comfortable time for me because | found myself in a more
suitable social setting as an introvert. | didn't have to interact
with people as personally or intimately since it was all online.
Despite this, | do think that in terms of church, this comfort
wasn’t necessarily a good thing because being comfortable
restricted me from being a servant of God that always pur-
sued to glorify Him or love upon the youth group. Even as

52

a member of Inreach, | did find myself using the online plat-
form that we had our services and meetings on to not fully
engage in whatever was going on to an optimal level — this
almost became a habit of apathy towards my own faith to
God and put me in a difficult place spiritually for a couple
months. But even though there were a lot of times where |
questioned my own salvation, or many times that | was just
generally struggling, | think that COVID helped me to grow
a lot as a person, a member of the church, a friend, and a
sister in Christ.

2 | Priscilla Cho (Youth 118})

"’\"\4 COVID-19

xperiencing the lockdown was not easy for me in many
Edifferent ways. Not only was it hard for me to connect at
school, but also at church. Although | did enjoy online ser-
vice, it still didn't feel the same as before. As time passed, |
did get used to being online, but at the same time, | partially
forgot what it felt like to be inside a sanctuary.
Not only that, but it was also hard for me to focus online. It
was hard to fully understand what Pastor Delaney (or Pas-
tor Sarah) were teaching. | started taking notes during the
sermon, making me listen to the sermon closer, and allow-
ing me to think deeper. As | gained more focus and learned
more, small groups started to make even more sense than
they had before, and | was also able to connect more to
what the teachers and pastors were saying.
Every night, my family and | started having daily family wor-
ship at night. We praised God, prayed, and read the bible.
On Sundays, | would share my notes and we would have
a big discussion about the sermon, sometimes reading the
passage from the sermon again.

= | Jungsuh Ro (XS5 58H)

ello, My name is Abigail and I'm in 5th grade (10 years
Hold). | have faced some challenges due to covid and
one of the hardest was online church. Online church was
okay. It wasn't hard, but it wasn't easy to focus on what the
sermon was. The sermon on zoom was hard to understand
but also church online just felt different and not interactive
and fun. It didn't feel even close to what in-person church
was. Thankfully, | got used to online service but | felt like |
was drifting farther and farther away from God.
Then when the church opened back up, | felt | was slowly
going back to him. The noise of the crowd when adults came
buzzing out of the main chapel made me feel how God is
bringing back the people to church to worship and praise
him. I've always loved going to church but now, I love it even
more.
This Sunday we learned how God created humans/people
and how God made them for a reason and how we can
choose to follow it or not, and now I'm waiting for him to show
my reason.

2 | Abigail Kang (XS5 53!4)
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