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For God so loved the world, That He gave His
only Son, That whoever believes in Him Should
not perish but have Eternal life JOHN 3:16).
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Trusting God means
looking beyond |
what we can see to
what God sees.

Charles Stanley
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F SOME BACKGROUND, | WAS SAVED JUST A FEW
ORMONTHS AGO WHILE REFLECTING ON A SERMON
AND REALIZED THAT | COULDN'T OVERCOME MY SIN BY MY
OWN POWER- | RECEIVED THE INCREDIBLE GIFT HE HAD GIVEN

ME THROUGH JESUS CHRIST AND FINALLY UNDERSTOOD THAT
| NEEDED TO PUT FAITH IN GOD; THEREFORE, | DEDICATED
MY LIFE TO HIM AND DECIDED TO SERVE HIM, OBEY HIM, AND
STRIVE TO LIVE LIKE JESUS DID.
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°o|Oft oo
dord Nrere
LIFE WASN'T NECESSARILY HORRIBLE BEFORE RETREAT. | WAS
DEFINITELY DOING BETTER THAN BEFORE, AS | STRIVED TO OBEY
GOD AND RECOGNIZED MY SINFULNESS AND WEAKNESS. | LOVED
GOD MORE THAN BEFORE, BUT | WASN'T FILLED WITH THE IN-
EXPLICABLE JOY THE YOUTH PASTOR HAD MENTIONED IN THE
LEAD-UP TO RETREAT.

YoutH A2 3|2 CHARIM

THE REASON | CAME TO THE RETREAT WAS BECAUSE OF MY
ANXIETY. | FELT PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY WEAK, AND NO MAT-
TER HOW MUCH | READ THE BIBLE OR PRAYED, IT FELT LIKE
GOD DIDN'T ANSWER ME. | STARTED DOUBTING GOD, AND WHILE
MY ANXIETY DIDN'T SUDDENLY DISAPPEAR DURING RETREAT, MY
FAITH IN GOD WAS RESTORED AND | TRUST THAT HE WILL EITHER
HEAL ME IN THE FUTURE OR DO SOMETHING GREATER. WHILE |
STILL HAVE ANXIETY, | FEEL THAT | AM LIBERATED FROM SOME OF
THE CHAINS THAT USED TO BIND ME.

MOVING ON, ONE OF THE BIGGEST SINS I'VE STRUGGLED WITH IS
PRIDE. IN MY OPINION, PRIDE IS THE MOST DANGEROUS OUT OF
THE SEVEN DEADLY SINS. ALL THE OTHER SINS HAVE PHYSICAL,
EMOTIONAL, AND/OR MENTAL MANIFESTATIONS THAT ARE EASY
TO SPOT- FOR LUST, YOU FEEL STRONG DESIRES AND PHYSI-
CALLY SIN, FOR GLUTTONY, YOU EAT OR DRINK IN ABUNDANCE,
FOR GREED, YOU STRIVE STRONGLY AFTER WHATEVER YOU ARE
GREEDY FOR, FOR SLOTH, YOU ARE LAZY AND PERHAPS SLEEP
INTERMINABLY, FOR WRATH, YOU FEEL BURNING ANGER TOWARD
PEOPLE, AND FOR ENVY, YOU FEEL STRONG JEALOUSY TOWARD
ANOTHER. BUT PRIDE, AT LEAST FOR ME, WAS HIDDEN.

PRIDE IS OFTEN PREVALENT IN THE ASIAN COMMUNITY AS A RE-
SULT OF THE CONFUCIAN IDEAL OF BRINGING HONOR TO YOUR
FAMILY- AN IDEAL THAT IS SO INGRAINED IN THE MINDS OF NU-
MEROUS PARENTS AND EVEN CHILDREN. THIS MAKES IT EVEN
LESS NOTICEABLE AND DANGEROUS, SINCE A LARGE POPULATION
OF THE KOREAN SOCIETY SUFFERS FROM PRIDE BUT IS COM-
PLETELY OBLIVIOUS TO IT.
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| WOULD ALWAYS FEEL THE NEED TO BE AT THE TOP AND DO
BETTER THAN OTHERS. | CONVINCED MYSELF THAT THIS WAS
SIMPLY BECAUSE OF MY ASPIRATION TO SUCCEED IN LIFE, BUT
THAT WAS SOMETHING | MADE UP BECAUSE | DIDN'T WANT TO
ACKNOWLEDGE MY SIN.

DURING PASTOR CHRIS'S SERMON, | REALIZED THAT THE REAL
REASON | WANTED TO BE AT THE TOP WAS BECAUSE OF MY
PRIDE- BECAUSE | COULD NOT STAND THE FACT THAT THERE WAS
SOMEONE OUT THERE SMARTER THAN ME, BETTER THAN ME,
WISER THAN ME, MORE SPIRITUALLY FOUNDED THAN ME.

HOWEVER, THROUGH THE RECOGNITION OF MY SIN CAME A REV-
ELATION- THAT ALTHOUGH THE WORLD MAY DESCRIBE ANOTHER
AS BETTER, IN GOD’S EYES, | AM STILL LOVED JUST AS EQUALLY
AS THE GUY WHO KNOWS INTEGRAL CALCULUS. | AM AS PRE-
CIOUS AS THE GIRL WHO MEMORIZED THE ENTIRE DICTIONARY.
| AM AS WELL-KNOWN TO GOD AS PASTOR BRIAN. WHATEVER
LABELS THE WORLD TRIES TO PUT ON ME DOESN'T MATTER AS
LONG AS | AM LOVED BY GOD, AND HE DOES LOVE ME. THIs
LEADS TO THE NEXT TOPIC: LOVE.

I’M A LONELY PERSON. I'M SHUNNED AT SCHOOL AND I'M PRAC-
TICALLY A SOCIAL PARIAH. | HAD NO ONE TO RELY ON, AND | FELT
LOST BECAUSE THE ONLY OUTPUT | HAD FOR MY BURDENS WAS
GOD AND, TO BE COMPLETELY HONEST, | WANTED A PERSON
AROUND MY AGE TO TALK TO. SO WHEN | FIRST JOINED IN-
REACH, | FELT GENUINELY LOVED. | QUICKLY MADE NEW FRIENDS,
AND THEY ALL LOVED ME. FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MY LIFE OUT-
SIDE OF MY NUCLEAR FAMILY, | FELT ACCEPTED. HOWEVER, |
DIDN'T KNOW THAT IT WAS JUST A SMALL TASTE OF GOD’S LOVE.

AT RETREAT, | GREW CLOSER TO THE FRESHMAN BOYS. THEY
HAD ALWAYS BEEN MY FRIENDS, BUT | WASN'T VULNERABLE IN
FRONT OF THEM AND DIDN'T HAVE CONFIDENCE IN THEM. How-
EVER, THAT CHANGED AS WE OPENED UP AND WERE HONEST



WITH EACH OTHER. WWE ACCEPTED EACH OTHER FOR OUR
BROKENNESS, AND THERE WAS NO SHAME WHATSOEVER.

ALSO DURING RETREAT, | TRIED TO LOVE OTHERS THE WAY
GOD LOVES ME. AND WHEN | PRAYED FOR MY BROTHERS,
WHEN | LOVED THEM, | ALSO FELT LOVED FOR SOME REASON.
| CAN'T QUITE EXPLAIN IT, BUT | NEVER GREW TIRED WHILE
PRAYING FOR MY BROTHERS. | SHOULD HAVE BEEN DRAINED,
AS | PRAYED FOR AN INNUMERABL.

ANNETTE KIM (10TH GRADE)
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W THE LORD HAD SAVED ME BACK IN 2018, |
H E NTHOUGHT | WOULD BECOME A COMPLETELY
NEW PERSON IMMEDIATELY AND THAT ALL OF MY FEARS WOULD
DISAPPEAR. HOWEVER, As 2019 PROGRESSED, | BECAME
VERY DISCOURAGED BECAUSE | STILL STRUGGLED WITH SIN
AND BECAUSE | WAS TOO SCARED TO SHARE THE GOSPEL.
BY THE TIME | ARRIVED AT THE FAMILY RETREAT IN DECEM-
BER, | WAS VERY DISCOURAGED AND DISAPPOINTED IN MYSELF.
THOUGH | HAD RECEIVED JESUS AS LORD, | STILL FOUND MY-
SELF COMMITTING THE SINS THAT | THOUGHT | WAS FREED

FROM, LIKE GOSSIPING, LYING, SWEARING, JEALOUSY AND
60

HURTING OTHERS. VWWHEN | REFLECTED ON THOSE INSTANCES, |
DISTANCED MYSELF FROM GOD BECAUSE | WAS FULL OF SHAME.
AT SCHOOL, | REALIZED THAT PEOPLE SAW ME DIFFERENTLY
WHEN | TOLD THEM | WAS CHRISTIAN. FOR MY NON-CHRISTIAN
FRIENDS WHO KNEW | WENT TO CHURCH, | FELT TOO HYPOCRIT-
ICAL TO TELL THEM ABOUT JESUS, BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN
WITH ME WHEN | MADE FUN OF OTHERS' APPEARANCES AND
WHEN | USED MY MOUTH TO CUSS. ALSO, | WAS INSECURE
ABOUT MY LACK OF ELOQUENCE AND MY FEAR OF APPROACH-
ING OTHERS TO DECLARE MY FAITH AND SHARE THE GOSPEL.
My FEAR OF REJECTION, SHAME OF MY OWN FLAWS, AND IN-
SECURITY OF SPEAKING PREVENTED ME FROM WANTING TO LET
OTHERS KNOW OF THE WONDERFUL GIFT THAT | WANTED MY
NON-BELIEVING BEST FRIENDS TO ENJOY.

HOWEVER, THROUGH THE RETREAT, THE LORD REMINDED ME
THAT EVEN THOUGH | STILL FALL SOMETIMES, I'VE BEEN FREE
FROM THE BONDAGE OF SIN SINCE THAT BEAUTIFUL DAY THAT |
HAD ACCEPTED HIM A YEAR AGO BECAUSE | AM HIS CHILD WHO
HE WILL NEVER STOP LOVING. HE REMINDED ME THAT | AM



UNABLE TO BE RIGHTEOUS ON MY OWN, SO HE IS REFINING ME
AND POURING OUT HIS MERCIES UPON ME EVERY SINGLE DAY,
AND THAT HE HAS BEEN CHANGING ME EVEN THOUGH | DON'T
SEE IT SOMETIMES.

THEN, DURING ONE SERVICE WHERE WE PRAYED FOR THE OUT-
POURING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, | PRAYED FOR THE SPIRIT TO
FILL ME TO OVERCOME MY COWARDLY AND SHAMEFUL HEART.
| ALSO PRAYED FOR HIM TO FILL ME SO THAT | COULD SHARE
THE GOSPEL, SOMETHING THAT | HAD NEVER BEEN ABLE TO DO
EVEN AFTER | HAD BEEN SAVED. BEFORE THAT SERVICE, | WAS
SCARED TO GO BACK HOME AFTER RETREAT, BUT DURING THE
TIME OF PRAYER, HE FILLED ME WITH JOY AND STRENGTH AND
COURAGE TO LET HIM BE KNOWN WITHOUT BEING ASHAMED OF
THE GOSPEL OR HATING MY FLAWS.

| WALKED INTO THE FAMILY RETREAT FULL OF SHAME BECAUSE |
THOUGHT THAT THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT HADN'T BEEN GROW-
ING IN ME FOR THE PAST YEAR, BUT | WALKED OUT OF THE
RETREAT REMINDED THAT THE LORD IS WORKING EVEN WHEN |
DON'T FEEL IT, AND THAT HE IS SHAPING ME TO BE MORE LIKE
CHRIST. | CAME HOME FILLED WITH SO MUCH JOY, FALLING
EVEN MORE IN LOVE WITH THE BEAUTY OF CHRIST. THE LORD
FILLED ME WITH COURAGE TO SPEAK TO OTHERS ABOUT HIM. |
WAS EVEN ABLE TO SHARE THE GOSPEL TO ONE OF MY TEAM-
MATES A WHILE AGO, AND HE PUT THE WORDS IN MY MOUTH
AND GAVE ME CONFIDENCE. GOD IS A GOD THAT DOESN'T
LEAVE ME BEHIND BUT IS A GOD THAT PICKS ME UP WHEN |
FALL, AND HE IS A GOD WHO IS STRONGER THAN ALL OF THE
DEVIL'S LIES. EVERYDAY IS A FIGHT AGAINST SIN, AND THE
SPIRIT IS HELPING ME FIGHT AND OVERCOME FEAR, SHAME AND
INSECURITY. Now, | AM NO LONGER ASHAMED OF MY WEAK-
NESS, BUT | FIND JOY IN THE PROCESS OF BECOMING MORE
LIKE JESUS THROUGH THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT.

(10TH GRADE)

DA HEE (ESTHER) YANG
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L RETREAT, | WAS ABLE TO FEEL THE GRACE AND
ASTLOVE OF GOD IN MY LIFE AND THE SUPPORTIVE
COMMUNITY HE PROVIDED ME WITH. THEREFORE, | GOT CON-
FIRMED AND CONTINUED TO GROW MY FAITH WITH THE HELP OF
FAMILY AND FRIENDS BY CONSISTENTLY READING THE BIBLE,
REFLECTING UPON IT, AND PRAYING. | CONTINUED THE DEEP
CONNECTION | HAD WITH GOD AND WAS GRATEFUL FOR ALL THE
PRIVILEGES AND OPPORTUNITIES | HAD IN MY LIFE. | THOUGHT
THIS RELATIONSHIP WOULD CONTINUE FOR THE REST OF THE
YEAR, BUT IT DID NOT.

As | ENTERED THE FIRST SEMESTER OF SCHOOL IN SEPTEM-
BER, | WAS FACED WITH VARIOUS FEARS. | FEARED CHALLENG-
ING MYSELF AND REACHING OUT TO OTHER PEOPLE IN A NEW
ENVIRONMENT, AND WAS FREQUENTLY DISCOURAGED AND DIS-
SATISFIED WHEN | COULD NOT REACH THE GOALS | SET UP
FOR MYSELF. THE TRANSITION INTO A NEW ENVIRONMENT FELT
LIKE A HUGE JUMP AND CHALLENGE TO ME. THEREFORE, | WAS
NOT ABLE TO EXPERIENCE TRUE HAPPINESS AND JOY | USED
TO FEEL IN MY EVERYDAY LIFE, AND EVEN WHEN | ACHIEVED A
GOAL, | WAS OVERWHELMED BY MORE CHALLENGES TO COME.
THAT WAS WHEN | STARTED TO DRIFT AWAY FROM GOD. | CON-
STANTLY FORGOT TO READ THE BIBLE, AND GOING TO CHURCH
JUST BECAME A PART OF MY REGULAR SUNDAY ROUTINE. | DID
NOT TRY HARD TO TALK TO GOD, AND HAD SOME KIND OF BLAME
TOWARDS HIM FOR NOT MAKING MY LIFE GO THE WAY | WANTED
IT TO GO. HOWEVER, GOD STILL SPOKE TO ME THROUGH VAR-
IOUS PEOPLE AROUND ME, INCLUDING THE YOUTH PASTOR, MY
FAMILY, AND FRIENDS WHO CONSTANTLY PRAYED FOR ME AND
ASKED FOR MY PRAYER REQUESTS, REMINDING ME TO CON-
NECT TO HIM. VWHEN | WAS PLANNING TO GO TO THIS RETREAT,
| DID NOT EXPECT MUCH AND SIMPLY THOUGHT OF IT AS A TIME



OF RELAXATION. HOWEVER, GOD REALLY DID HAVE SOME-
THING BIGGER PLANNED FOR ME.

ON THE VERY FIRST DAY, HE SPOKE TO ME, TELLING ME
THAT HE STILL LOVES ME WITH ALL HIS HEART DESPITE
THE ATTITUDE | HAD AGAINST HIM. | HAD A COLD HEART
AGAINST HIM FOR SUCH A LONG TIME, BUT HE STILL CAME
FOR ME, SHOWING SO MUCH LOVE AND CARE. THROUGH-
OUT THE RETREAT, | WAS ABLE TO OPEN UP ABOUT THE
BURDEN | HAD WITH OTHERS AND FEEL SOMETHING FILL-
ING UP IN MY HEART EVERY SERMON. DURING PASTOR
JED'S SERMON ABOUT BEING HONEST WITH MYSELF AND
GOD, | COULD SPEAK TO GOD ABOUT THE FEAR AND EMO-
TIONAL STRESS | HAD, AND AS A RESPONSE, HE GAVE ME
A RELIEF TO LET EVERYTHING GO AND FOCUS ON HIM; IT
FELT LIKE | WAS UNCHAINED FROM MY STRUGGLES. HE
THEN GIFTED ME WITH THE ABILITY TO SPEAK ABOUT HIM.
AS | SHARED MY TESTIMONY OF FEAR AND STRUGGLES |
WAS GOING THROUGH WITH MY SMALL GROUP AND OTH-
ERS IN MY GRADE, | COULD WITNESS GOD SHOWING HIS
PLANS AND WAY TO NUMEROUS PEOPLE. HE ALSO GAVE
ME THE STRENGTH AND GRACE TO PRAY FOR OTHERS.

FOR ME, IT WAS ALWAYS HARD PRAYING OUT LOUD FOR
OTHERS, BUT DURING PRAYERS, | WAS GIFTED WITH THE
POWER AND WISDOM TO PRAY FOR MY BROTHERS AND
SISTERS IN CHRIST WHO WERE ALSO STRUGGLING IN
THEIR LIVES. BY THE END OF THE RETREAT, GOD TOLD ME
TO RELY ON HIM AND THAT | SHOULD SERVE AT CHURCH
MORE ACTIVELY. BEFORE, | ALWAYS HAD AN EXCUSE OF
NOT HAVING ENOUGH TIME WHEN THERE WERE CHURCH
EVENTS ON SATURDAYS OR WHEN OTHER PEOPLE CON-
VINCED ME TO JOIN MINISTRIES. HOWEVER, THIS TIME, |
WAS FILLED WITH THE HEART AND EAGERNESS TO SERVE
THAT | WANTED TO JOIN A MINISTRY WITH JOY. Now THAT
| LOOK BACK AT THE CHALLENGES OF FEAR | HAD, | BE-
LIEVE GOD WAS TRYING TO USE THEM TO STRENGTHEN MY
MENTALITY AND FAITH TO PREPARE ME FOR MORE STRUG-
GLES THAT | MIGHT FACE IN MY SPIRITUAL JOURNEY. THIS
RETREAT WAS TRULY A BLESSING IN WHICH | CAME TO
REALIZE THAT GOD PLANNED EVERYTHING FOR A REASON,
EVEN THE STRUGGLES, TO BUILD ME AND MY FAITH UP.
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