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V Not much has changed in the two millennia since Jesus first gave the call: we still live in a world filled with
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“You are the salt of the earth,” Jesus said to the crowds. “You are the light of the world.” Although these
declarations hardly qualify as compliments today, they would have been welcome words to the Jews who had come to
listen to this exciting new teacher and miracle worker, this Jesus of Nazareth. For the people of Jesus’ day, salt was a
precious commodity, useful not only for its ability to give flavor to a meal but also for its power as a preservative. And
for a culture that had not yet discovered the convenience of electrical lighting, once the sun had set, the glowing light
of a candle was truly essential to life. When Jesus looked into the eyes of the people who had come to learn from Him
that day, He told them that they were precious, like salt, and cherished, like light.

But Jesus wasn't just complimenting His hearers; these compliments came with callings. Just as salt makes
food tasty, so the followers of Jesus were to offer to the people of this world a more appetizing way to live, to invite
them to feast their souls on the delicious glory of God. And just as salt preserves food against decay, so the people
of God were to do all they could to stave off the corrupting effects of sin and evil. Just as light brings hope to those in
darkness, so Jesus’ disciples were to shine the hope of God’s promises into the lives of those around them. And just
as light guides our steps in safety, so the people who heard Jesus’ words were to share them as trustworthy truths to
guide people to God.

Twenty centuries later and nearly 7,500 miles away, we have the honor and privilege of reading Jesus’ words
to the crowds for ourselves in Matthew 5:13-16. The Spirit of God lays upon us the same calling they received that
day. As present-day followers of Jesus Christ, we, too, are the salt of the earth and the light of the world. We are also

precious and cherished by God — and we also have an important calling to fulffill.
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tasteless, godless living; our world is still decaying under the oppression of Satan; the people of this world still bury
themselves in the same dead hopes of profit, power, and prestige; all of humankind still walks about in darkness,
groping their way through Sin.

And so our calling as the people of God has not changed, either: as the salt of the earth, Jesus calls us to reveal
the soul-satisfying goodness of God as we fight against the corruption of Sin in our society; as the light of the world,
Jesus calls us to shine the hope of the Gospel into the dark delusion of worldliness.

We are called to be different from the people around us. We are called to have different behaviors arising from
different values, to have different dreams and different goals, to be different in every way because we serve and love a
different Lord and Savior. “Let your light shine before others,” Jesus said, “so that they may see your good works and
give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” For Bay Area residents, that means living for God’s Kingdom, not living
for our careers; that means measuring success according to Christlikeness, not according to grades and paychecks;
that means depending on God for all of our needs, not anxiously depending on our strength and wisdom; that means
carrying our crosses in selfless love for others, not living for the

immigrant dream of comfort in the present.

Jesus’ warm words were also filled with warning. “You are the salt of the earth,” Jesus said, “but if salt has lost
its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled
under people’s feet.” The salt of Jesus’ day, as precious as it was, was not as pure as what our industrial factories can
produce today — it could actually lose its saltiness, rendering it unusable and worthless. Jesus went on: “You are the
light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket”. Jesus
implied that, though it would be foolish to do so, it is indeed possible to hide the light of a lamp. Jesus told the people
who listened to Him that they were salt and light — but He also warned that they could lose their saltiness if they did not
guard their purity, and their lights could go out if they succumbed to the darkness around them.

The Spirit gives us the same warning today. We have a high calling — we are the salt of the earth;and the light of

the world — but it is a calling we could lose, a calling we could fail to keep. If we do not guard our urity, and
if we succumb to the darkness of the world around us, we will be as worthless as salt that has lost it iness and a
lamp hidden under a cover. If we give in to the pressure to make school and work more important than spending time
with God in the purity of devotion, we will lose our saltiness. If we do not fix our eyes on the hope of the Gospel and
instead start dreaming of success as this world defines it, our lights will bfd out. If we do not fill our hearts with the
saltiness of God’s Word and the blazing fire of the Holy Spirit, we will become worthless. But if we fill our hearts with
Jesus’ words and depend upon His Spirit, we will stay tasty, brothers and sisters, and shine brightly!

- Pa?}gene Kwon Pneuma Fellowship (01+% NLCF College Ministry)
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