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“' wiLL SING TO THE LORD ALL MY LIFE; | WILL SING
PRAISE TO MY GOD AS LONG AS | LIVE."
(PsaLm 104:33)
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O Lorp My Gop! WHEN | IN AWESOME WONDER CONSIDER ALL THE
WORLDS THY HANDS HAVE MADE,

| SEE THE STARS, | HEAR THE ROLLING THUNDER, THY POW'R THROUGH -
OUT THE UNIVERSE DISPLAYED,

THEN SINGS MY SOUL, MY SAVIOR Gop To THEE; How GREAT THou
ART, HOW GREAT THOU ART!

THEN SINGS MY SOUL, MY SAVIOrR Gop To THEE; How GREAT THou
ART, HOW GREAT THOU ART!
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Talking about Jesus

, «
And Jesus came and said to them, "ALL AUTHORITY N HEAVEN AND ON EARTH HAS BEEN
GIVEN TO ME. Go THEREFORE AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS, BAPTIZING THEM IN THE NAME
oF THe FATHER AND OF THE Son AND OF THe HoLY SPIRIT, TEACHING THEM To OBSERVE ALL

)]
THAT | HAVE COMMANDED You. AND BEHOLD, | AM wiTH You ALWAYS' TO THE END OF THE AGE.
(MATTHEW 28:19-20)

Our Lord’s command to His disciples in Matthew 28:19-20 has historically been
referred to as “the Great Commission” - and with good reason! There truly is no
greater mission for the members of the Church than to reach out to the people of this
world and to invite them to walk with us in repentance as disciples of Jesus Christ.
No goal, purpose, or calling in life is greater than the goal, purpose, and calling of
making disciples of Jesus Christ!

DIEf =3 28% 19~20F ZE0|M FHO| MAISOAH sH HES THAIE 0|2k S ot w3|of 04T
Al F, Mt ARS0| 3]st o5 B2k MR 2| =5 =F sk ALCH O 2 AME2 glEH o
1 o 40| SHLL 0|7, REAILL} o J2|AE0| MRS Bt=&= Zi0| o SHCH
But even great commissions can have small beginnings. Making disciples of all
nations is a great mission that begins with small steps, small actions, small choices
- small conversations, The following conversation is just an example of the kind of
small conversations we can have as Christians with the people of this world,
Conversations like this can become for non-believers the beginning of a lifelong
journey of discipleship in Christ,
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*Conversation (A: Non-Believing Co-Worker, B: Christian)
“that (A 2X] = = E S5, B:3g|AaY)

WP P>PU0UTP>>P>POOT>>PUOS>>U0INDS>>O0DOS2>ND> >

: Oh my goodness:-- (Obviously angry and frustrated)

D OF, M- (=t 3EFo| =g

: Good morning! (Noticing Co-Worker’s anger and frustration) or---. Maybe not?
D oHHSIM R (AQ] Bt EHE EX) - QHd ZSHUTIELR?

: Ha, Yeah, | wouldn’t call it a very good morning at all,

ul, 23 oHdsict 2he 4 glo| R,

: I'm sorry to hear that, Did something happen today? Or over the weekend?
(R TR, 25 FE € U2X0{? Ot M K|t F2of?

: Well, yeah, just some--- family problems, You know how it is.

Hl--- &, Eetdololle.

: Would you like to talk about it? It might help to share what's bothering you.
P RE YolalHR?

. |--- don’t think so, At least, not right now - I've got too much work to do.

: O+ OfH R, X|Z2--- o[ &HHO|E}

: l understand. Maybe we can talk about it later, if you'd like?

DAL, O, S0t ASHAIH of7| LK.

: Yeah, maybe,

g E | ===~ B K=

: In the meantime, would you mind if | prayed for you?

STt 7|5 B ElR?

Pray?
I1ER27?

: Yeah, | usually take a few minutes during lunch to pray for my co-workers|
s, A SESS Rl AT V| ESHAER)!

: ---and you think that works?

DO RS2t UL MZLSHM| 27

: Yeah, | do! As a Christian, | believe that God hears my prayers - remember that

project last month?

B:

|, 28A 42812 M= J2|AM22M, sHHHO| H| 7|22 S0 FAlE A4S 2o, Al

o Z2HE YIHIAE?
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A: Oh yeah, that was miserable!

A =B EEUE.

B: It really was| But we got it finished, and | think part of the reason is because | and
my church prayed.

B: M2 J340{R. sX[TH & OIF2[Ro|R, M7t 22| 3| AlzSnt
HANER.

II:I

ZHEE ?lsff dals| V1=

: Okay, well, maybe. But sure, if you'd like to pray for me, | wouldn’'t mind,

P12 R? SH|, OFFE 7= FAIS A #EotR,

: Thanks! And if you ever want to talk more about what’s going on, just let me know,
c Ak, 2| 11 ol Ze oY | L1 AOAIH e FH R

: Thanks! | actually feel a little better already,

AL CE ojo] 7|=0] =5 ZEoIMUIR.

_J_>>ww>>

Someone once said, “Preach the Gospel always; use words when necessary.”

Above conversation did not include an explanation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ - but
in the conversation, the Christian revealed a glimpse of the love of God by showing
concern and compassion for this broken world, When the Gospel is shown through
sincere action, the Truth of the Gospel becomes much more believable, When people
experience the love of God through His people, even in small ways like these, that can
be the beginning of a lifelong journey of following Jesus Christ,
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o] oio| AlEtE & ABHCH
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GREW UP IN A CHRISTIAN FAMILY AND WAS RAISED IN THE
CHURCH. BEFORE | MET CHRIST, | GENERALLY VIEWED GO-

ING TO CHURCH AND WORSHIPPING GOD AS SOMETHING
THAT | HAD TO DO ONCE A WEEK, PAYING MORE ATTENTION
TO SCHOOL, FRIENDS, OR OTHER THINGS THAT | USED TO
CONSIDER MORE IMPORTANT. | DID NOT TAKE MY FAITH
VERY SERIOUSLY, AND DESPITE THE FACT THAT PEOPLE HAD
TOLD ME GOD WAS REAL, MY BELIEF IN HIM WAS SHAKY
BECAUSE | ALWAYS QUESTIONED IF HE WAS REALLY THERE.

WHEN | WAS YOUNGER, MY FAMILY MOVED TO MANY
DIFFERENT PLACES, AND | STRUGGLED WITH LONELINESS AS
A RESULT, BECAUSE | WASN'T ABLE TO KEEP LONG-LASTING
RELATIONSHIPS, ALWAYS CAUSING PAIN WHEN | HAD TO BE
SEPARATED FROM MY FRIENDS. MOREOVER, EVEN WHEN |
HAD FRIENDS, | FELT AS IF | WASN’T REALLY UNDERSTOOD. IN
MIDDLE SCHOOL, MY LONELINESS GREW WORSE, AND | BE-
CAME PESSIMISTIC, DOUBTFUL, AND SUICIDAL, SOMETIMES
CRYING OUT OF LONELINESS. | WAS ALSO VERY RELUCTANT
TO OPEN UP BECAUSE | DEVELOPED AN UNHEALTHY MEN-
TALITY-THAT HAVING FRIENDSHIP WAS AN INDICATION OF
EMOTIONAL WEAKNESS, AND THAT THERE WAS NO POINT
IN MAKING FRIENDS IF | WAS GOING TO KEEP MOVING AND
EXPERIENCING PAIN. MY FAITH AND BELIEF IN CHRIST BE-
CAME DRIER, AND MY HEART ENTERED A CHAOTIC STATE.

WHEN MY FAMILY MOVED TO CALIFORNIA LAST YEAR
AND STARTED ATTENDING EMMANUEL, MY SISTER AND
| WERE SURPRISED BECAUSE IT WAS THE FIRST TIME WE
WENT TO A CHURCH THAT DELIVERED A SOLID MESSAGE
ABOUT THE WORD AND ENCOURAGED WORSHIPPING GOD.
SO | WAS REMINDED ABOUT GOD A BIT MORE THAN BE-
FORE.

HOWEVER, MY HEART RESISTED REALLY GETTING TO
KNOW GOD’S WORD BECAUSE | WAS ANGRY AT GOD FOR

48

MOVING US. MY EIGHTH GRADE YEAR WAS INTENSE BE-
CAUSE OF CULTURAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN EASTERN
AND WESTERN AMERICA, AND | EXPERIENCED LONELINESS
MORE THAN EVER.

BUT ALL OF THAT ENDED LAST YEAR, IN EIGHTH GRADE,
WHEN | FIRST MET GOD ON A SEEMINGLY NORMAL DAY
AT SCHOOL. THAT DAY, A BOY UNINTENTIONALLY HURT
MY FEELINGS, AND | FELL INTO SO MUCH DESPAIR. AFTER
CLASS, | WENT TO A SECLUDED AREA IN THE SCHOOL TO
PRAY TO GOD ABOUT MY LONELINESS AND HOW MUCH
PAIN | WAS IN. WHILE PRAYING, | WAS CRYING, AND FOR
SOME REASON, THE FEW PEOPLE IN THE AREA DID NOT
NOTICE ME CRYING. A MINUTE LATER, TWO GIRLS CAME
UP TO ME, HUGGED ME, AND TOLD ME NOT TO CRY. THEY
ASKED ME WHAT WAS WRONG, AND | TOLD THEM THAT |
WAS LONELY. THE GIRLS DECIDED TO BE MY FRIENDS, AND
WHEN THE DAY WAS OVER, | STARTED RETHINKING ABOUT
GOD’S EXISTENCE.

MY WAY OF PRAYING BACK THEN WASN'T A VERY
GOOD WAY BECAUSE, ALTHOUGH | PRAYED FOR MY FAMI-
LY, | DIDN’T PRAY FOR MYSELF SINCE | THOUGHT IT WOULD
BE SELFISH OF ME TO ASK GOD FOR SOMETHING. HOWEV-
ER, WHEN GOD ANSWERED MY FIRST-IN- A-LONG- TIME
PRAYER, MY BELIEF IN HIM BECAME REAL, AND | DECIDED
TO HAVE A RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM NOT ONLY BECAUSE
HE GAVE ME WHAT | HAD WANTED FOR SO LONG, BUT
ALSO BECAUSE | REALIZED THAT HE WAS WITH ME THE EN-
TIRE TIME. HE UNDERSTOOD, AND | WAS NEVER ALONE.

WHEN CHRIST ENTERED MY LIFE, THINGS BECAME
BETTER: HE GAVE ME SEVEN GOOD FRIENDS, AND FOR
ONCE, | FELT HAPPY AND | DIDN’T FEEL LONELY. | DIDN'T
GRADUATE FROM MIDDLE SCHOOL ALONE LIKE | THOUGHT
| WOULD, AND EVEN THOUGH ALL OF MY FRIENDS WENT

O A T M R AMAYARY | WM



TO DIFFERENT HIGH SCHOOLS, | AM STILL VERY THANKFUL
TO HIM FOR GIVING ME THE FEELING OF WHAT IT IS LIKE
TO HAVE FRIENDS AND LETTING ME REALLY BELIEVE IN HIM.

MY FAITH ALSO BECAME BETTER AS | GREW EAGER TO
KNOW MORE ABOUT JESUS. HE BECAME THE CENTER OF
MY LIFE: | READ THE BIBLE AND PRAYED MORE; | BECAME
MORE OPEN TOWARDS OTHER PEOPLE, STARTED TO IN-
CLUDE MYSELF AND PEOPLE OTHER THAN MY FAMILY AND
CLOSE FRIENDS IN MY PRAYERS, AND GAVE HIM THANKS
EVERY DAY.

MY HEART BEGAN TO CHANGE, AND | STROVE TO LIVE
THE WAY HE WANTED ME TO LIVE. | ALSO CAME TO REALIZE
WHY GOD ALLOWED LONELINESS FOR A MAJORITY OF MY
LIFE: IT WAS SO MY CHARACTER COULD BE SHAPED
INTO WHO | AM TODAY. HE GAVE ME AN UN-
DERSTANDING OF WHAT IT WAS LIKE TO BE
LONELY, WHICH LED ME TO MAKE A NEW
RESOLVE FOR MYSELF AT A YOUNG AGE TO
USE THAT UNDERSTANDING TO REACH OUT
TOWARDS OTHER PEOPLE AND TO COM-

FORT OTHERS WHO ARE LONELY AS WELL.
FURTHERMORE, | REALIZED THAT PART OF

THE REASON WHY GOD LED MY FAMILY TO
CALIFORNIA WAS SO | COULD BE SPIRITUALLY
AWAKENED AND | COULD GO TO A CHURCH LIKE EMANUEL
TO UNDERSTAND THE MEANING OF HIS WORD BETTER, AND
FOR THIS ALSO | GIVE THANKS.

FOR A WHILE, MY LIFE SEEMED STABLE AND PEACEFUL
THAN IT EVER HAD BEEN BEFORE, BUT WHEN HIGH SCHOOL
STARTED | EXPERIENCED SPIRITUAL DECLINE. ALL OF MY
FRIENDS HAD GONE TO OTHER HIGH SCHOOLS, MY SISTER
LEFT FOR COLLEGE, AND | HAD A HARD TIME MAKING NEW
FRIENDS AGAIN. | FELT AS IF | HAD TO FACE THE HARDSHIPS
IN HIGH SCHOOL AND HIGH EXPECTATIONS FROM OTHER
PEOPLE ALONE, AND | BECAME LONELY AGAIN. | THOUGHT
| COULD DO THINGS BY MYSELF, BUT | ENDED UP FAILING.
| ALSO TRIED TO OPEN UP TO SOMEONE ABOUT MY LONE-
LINESS, BUT | WAS DEEPLY HURT WHEN | NEEDED SOME-
ONE TO LISTEN TO ME THE MOST. AS A RESULT, | BECAME

EMOTIONLESS BECAUSE THE PAIN WAS TOO UNBEARABLE,
AND | PUT MYSELF IN A MENTAL CAVE WHERE | THOUGHT |
WOULDN'T BE HURT.

HOWEVER, | ALSO BLOCKED OUT GOD BY DOING THAT.
AND EVEN THOUGH | KEPT DENYING THAT | WAS LONELY,
| DIDN'T REALIZE THAT | WAS MAKING MYSELF SICK WITH
SINFULNESS. AFTER TWO MONTHS, I'D HAD ENOUGH WITH
FIGHTING A LOSING BATTLE BY MYSELF, SO | DECIDED TO
COME BACK TO GOD. AT CHURCH, BEFORE | SANG PRAISES
WITH OTHER PEOPLE, | PRAYED, “GOD, PLEASE HELP ME RE-
ALIZE HOW MUCH | NEED YOU IN MY LIFE.” WHEN | SANG
THE LYRICS, | STARTED CRYING OUT OF RELIEF BECAUSE |
WAS REMINDED AGAIN THAT GOD WAS ALWAYS WITH ME
AND HE WILL NEVER FORSAKE ME. MY MOTHER TOLD ME

THAT THE FACT THAT | CRIED OUT OF RELIEF MEANT

THAT GOD HEALED ME AND MY EMOTIONS WERE
BROUGHT BACK.

EVER SINCE THEN, | HAVE BEEN AND AM

STILL TRYING TO COME BACK TO GOD, AND MY

LIFE SEEMS MORE STABLE THAN IT HAS BEEN IN

A LONG TIME. AT TIMES | DOUBT AND BECOME

FRUSTRATED WHEN LIFE DOESN'T GO THE WAY

| WANT IT TO GO, BUT | AM REMINDED EACH TIME

THAT GOD IS THE MASTER OF MY LIFE AND NOT ME, AND
THAT | SHOULD ALWAYS TRUST AND BE THANKFUL TO HIM
NO MATTER WHAT. HE ALSO REMINDS ME TO BE DEPENDENT
ON HIM AND LEAN ON TO HIS UNDERSTANDING. FOR THE
FUTURE, | HOPE THAT GOD WILL HELP ME OVERCOME MY
SHYNESS AND LIVE EACH DAY ACCORDING TO HIS WILL WITH
A WILLING HEART.

LONELINESS IS WHAT | STILL FACE, AND EVEN THOUGH
| CONTINUE TO STRUGGLE TO BE MORE OPEN TOWARDS
OTHERS, | KNOW THAT GOD HAS GOOD PLANS FOR ME AND
DOESN’T INTEND TO LEAVE ME LONELY. | HOPE THAT AS HE
CONTINUES TO SHAPE ME, | WILL GROW IN FAITH AND GOD
WILL ALWAYS REMIND ME THAT | AM NOT ALONE NOR WILL
EVER BE.

REBEKAH JIE (10TH GRADE)
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ach year, students from the Youth Group are given
Ean opportunity to serve in the Tenderloin district of
San Francisco, regarded by most as ‘the worst part of
the city’. | am very grateful that | have been able to go
on missions these past 4 years, and even more so that
God has always worked powerfully during the short
week we are there.
This year, despite being particularly powerful, did
not start well. Usually, the missions team receives 10
weekly training sessions to pray, learn, work out logis-
tics, and ultimately, prepare hearts to spread the love
of God. This year, however, students only received 6
weeks of training. Additionally, most of the leaders
(including the new pastor) had not attended this trip
before. These differences, along with many other per-
sonal issues, made preparing for the trip exceedingly
difficult especially when it came to centering my heart
on God, and | felt far from ready when we began to
serve.
The first few days of the mission trip were discourag-
ing. There was so much conflict in my heart, which |
was not prepared to experience. The devil kept telling
me lies like “you are useless; you are only a burden
to the rest of your team” and “God is not going to do
anything on this mission trip for you.” While battling
with lies like these, | constantly questioned if | was
acting to better my reputation, rather than to glorify
God. Wrestling these lies with God’s Truth was at the
least tiring, and the fact that | sometimes gave into
the lies only discouraged me further.
| was disappointed with myself because | couldn’t con-
firm my heart to God’s truth that | knew in my mind.
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The internal warfare progressed into Wednesday. |
was serving at the Rescue Mission (a place where the
people of the Tenderloin could receive a free meal
and health care, and participate in a worship service),
and the preacher was proclaiming God’s healing pow-
er and His willingness to heal anyone who would re-
ceive it. This seemed to touch the hearts of both Ten-
derloin and team members alike, and the room grew
louder with prayer.

But | found myself sitting in the back of the room,
not perceiving anything but more internal warfare.
My discouragement reached its most, as | concluded
that | could not even do the simplest ‘Christian thing’,
which was to receive from God, which, surely, was
easier than wrestling with my own sinful heart.
Deciding to skip dinner, | found a quiet place to pray
through my discouragement. After about an hour, a
brother in Christ found me sitting alone. Through pray-
ing, reading, and talking together, | could hear God
telling me “You were able to realize your heart being
distracted and the need to return to Me- even your
desire to want to receive from Me. because | chose to
give you that heart. Don’t think any of this happened
because of your effort. The reason | gave you that
heart was because of My grace, and | will continue
to give you grace.” It was only by this encounter with
God that | was able to look to Him throughout the rest
of the mission trip and even afterwards.

| thank God because He knows that | am simply hu-
man and so complete what | cannot do. So | depend
on God, and ask Him for grace daily, because “It does
not, therefore, depend on man’s desire or effort, but
on God's mercy.” (Romans 9:16) | thank God for every-
thing that He chose to do during this mission trip, and
| am excited to see what He will do through and in my
life, which is also a mission trip on earth.

Gene Kim (10th grade)
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