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'‘Be grateful for everything'

Passage: Thessalonians 5:16 ~ 18 Senior Pastor Sungho Park

Be joyful always;

Pray continually;

Give thanks in all circumstances,

for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.

It's Thanksgiving Day of 2021. How did you spend this year compared to last
year? In many ways, we have more freedom compared to last year when we
felt stuck at home all the time. | hope you can find lists of thankful things.
When thinking of inflation and rise in gas price, you may be frustrated. But
people of true faith find things to be thankful for in difficult conditions. | hope
this year will be such a year for you. We must take seriously what Apostle
Paul commands us; 'Give thanks in everything'. We are well aware of the




Circumstances in which Paul had to be. As two examples described in Acts
16:25, he was beaten many times and imprisoned with a shackle around his
ankle, but he was so grateful to God that prisoners could hear him. Also, in
Acts 27:33-35, when he met a northeastern storm at the Adriatic Sea and
was drifting without having food for 14 days. But while on the way to Melide
Island, he took bread and gave thanks to God before he shared it. You can
learn how he was grateful for everything. Even in circumstances where there
is nothing to be thankful, showing gratitude in everything was very natural for
Paul.

How about you? Do you have a heart of gratitude that transcends
circumstances? If not, | encourage you to meditate in silence during this
service to see what is holding you back. And | hope this will be a time to
remember that it is God's will for us to give thanks in everything. The English
word “thanksgiving” comes from the word “thinking”. Gratitude comes from
thinking. We can be thankful when we ponder upon what God has given us
in our lives. We do not take things for granted, but give thanks for everything.
| hope we can take things with gratitude.

If you look at the characteristics of Paul's letters, you can find thanks always
appearing at the beginning. With the exception of Galatians, all Paul's
epistles begin with hymns and thanksgiving. (Romans 1:8; 1 Cor 1:4; 2 Cor
1:3; Eph 1:3; Phil 1:3; Col 1:3; 1 Thessalonians 1:2; 2 Thessalonians 1:3; 1
Tim 1:12; 2 Tim 1:3) ; mon 4). There is no thanks or praise in the beginning
of Titus, but you will know Paul's grateful heart because he was praying for
grace and peace. In Galatians, there is no thanks at the outset. The reason
for this was that the problem of ‘other gospels’ that appeared in the letter was
serious. If you think about Paul's life, thanksgiving is not his letter, but it was
his life. Being thankful should be our life. When you have fellowship time, try
to start with a time of sharing gratitude.

Happy Thanksgiving!
Application and sharing

1. Let's share what we are most grateful for in our family this year.

2. If you could give an example of gratitude for the little things,
what would it be?

3. Did you ever have an experience of being grateful when circumstances
were difficult? Let's share.
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